
8704 Greenwood Ave N – Early Community Outreach Plan 

 

Initiate Contact with DON (completed 6/21) 

Confirmed with DON that 8704 is not in an “Equity Area” 

Complete one high impact or two multi-pronged activities within each outreach type prior to submitting 

for EDG.   

Printed Outreach (high-impact) 

Poster – “Posters hung in a minimum of 10 local businesses, community centers, or other publicly-

accessible venues, located within approximately a half mile from the proposed site.  At least half of the 

posters must be visible from the sidewalk”.  All 10 businesses we selected are within ½ mile of the site 

(as shown on the map) and 9/10 posters were displayed in business windows, visible from the sidewalk. 

Posters were hung on July 30th and August 3rd.     

Our printed materials included 1) a brief summary of the proposal, 2) the address of the project, 3) 

identified a contact person for the project, 4) provided an email address for providing feedback, and 5) 

included a statement informing the public that any information collected may be made public.   

 



 

10 Local Businesses where these are posted: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Verity Credit Union – 8533 Greenwood Ave N 

 

  

 

Top 10 Toys – 120 N 85th St 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Top Ten Toys – 120 N 85th St 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

La Conasupo Market – 8532 Greenwood Ave N 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Bean Coffee – 8525 Greenwood Ave N 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Great Clips – 8551 Greenwood Ave N 

 

Greenwood Physical Therapy – 8750 Greenwood Ave N 

 

Century Link – 8528 Palatine Ave N 

 



Mud Bay – 8532 1st Ave NW 

 

School of Rock – 101 N 85th St 

 

Title Boxing Club – 112 N 85th St 

 



Seatown Veterinary Care – 8542 1st Ave NW 

 

 

 

 

  



Electronic/Digital Outreach (high impact) 

Online Survey.  We created the website www.87greenwood.com which contained a survey that included 

questions suggested by the DON.  The electronic outreach 1) included a brief summary of the proposal, 

2) included the project address, 3) identified a contact person and contact information, 4) included 

where additional information can be found, 5) was publicized on printed outreach, 6) was publicly 

available for a minimum of 21 days and 7) included a statement informing the public that any 

information collected may be made public. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Survey questions : 

1. What is your connection to this development project? (select all that apply) 

o I live very close to the project 

o I live in the general area 

o I own a business nearby 

o I visit the area often for work or leisure 

o I don’t have a direct connection, but I care about growth and development in Seattle  

o Other [fill in blank, 100 character maximum] 

2. What is your favorite building in Greenwood?  Why?   

3. What is most important to you about a new building on this property? (select up to two) 

o That it is nice looking 

o That it looks unique and interesting 

o That it brings new services or amenities to the area (businesses, open space, etc.) 

o That is affordable for residents and/or businesses 

o That it is designed to be family-friendly 

o That it is designed with environmental sustainability in mind 

o Other [fill in blank, 100 character maximum] 

4. We will be providing retail space at the street-level. What types of businesses would you like to 

see? (select up to two)   

o Coffee shop, restaurant, pub, etc. 

o Personal services (hair/nails, gym, laundry, etc.) 

o Grocery store 

o Other shopping (convenience store, drug store, gift shop, etc.) 

o Small or local businesses of any type 

o Other [fill in blank, 100 character maximum] 

 



5. What type of retail is missing in Greenwood?  What specific businesses would you like to see 

come to the neighborhood? 

6. We will be improving the sidewalks and landscaping at the street-level. Which are the most 

important for designing the public areas? (select up to two) 

o Good for pedestrians (enough space to walk, etc.) 

o Lots of plants/greenery 

o Lighting, “eyes on the street”, and other designs for safety 

o Attractive building materials at street-level (siding, windows, doors, signs, etc.) 

o Seating/places to congregate (sidewalk cafes, benches, etc) 

o Other [fill in blank, 100 character maximum] 

7. What concerns do you have about the project? (select any/all that apply) 

o Construction noise/impacts 

o The current business/use/building is going away 

o That I will not like the way it looks 

o That it will not be affordable 

o That it may feel out of scale with other buildings nearby 

o That it will make driving and parking in the neighborhood more difficult 

o I don’t really have any specific concerns 

o Other [fill in blank, 100 character maximum] 

8. Why did you choose to live in Greenwood? 

9. Would you like to be contacted about this project in the future? If so, please provide your email 

address. 

[fill in blank, 100 character maximum] 

The survey went live on 7/19/18 and closed 8/24/18.  Links to the survey were handed out on cards at 

the Greenwood Seafair parade (see in-person outreach below) and were posted on the following 

community pages/social media: 

• Phinney Neighborhood Association (Facebook) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

• Phinneywood (Facebook) 

 

• Phinney Ridge Community Council – shared with their constituents 

Results 

We received 499 survey responses.  We have attached the raw data, but here is a summary of the 

results: 

What is your connection to the development? 

I live very close to the project 236 

I live in the general area 207 

I visit the area often for work or leisure 32 

I own a business nearby 7 

I don't have a direct connection, but I care about growth and development in Seattle 0 

Other [fill in below 10 

 

What is your favorite building in Greenwood?  Why? 

Flint Creek 89 

Old 79 

85th 57 

brick 47 

corner 44 

character 40 



windows 24 

Library 21 

Fred Meyer 12 

Green Bean 10 

historical 10 

Naked City 9 

Lodge 8 

PNA 7 

Chase 7 

Greenwood Library 6 

yard 5 

Antika 5 

monastery 3 

Chocolati 2 

hardware 2 

 

What is most important to you about a new building on this property? 

New Services 255 

Affordable 235 

Environmental sustainability 144 

Family-friendly 80 

Nice Looking 61 

Unique and Interesting 54 

 

We will be providing retail space at the street-level.  What types of businesses would you like to see? 

Small or local businesses of any type 263 

Grocery store 209 

Coffee shop, restaurant, pub, etc. 166 

Gym 85 

Personal services (hair/nails, gym, laundry, etc.) 80 

Other shopping (convenience store, drug store, gift shop, etc.) 61 

Other: Trader Joes 21 

Other: Ice Cream 2 

 

What type of retail is missing in Greenwood?  What specific businesses would you like to see come to 

the neighborhood? 

Grocery – Trader Joe’s, market, PCC 171 

Various restaurant types missing from neighborhood (sushi, deli, pho, wine, juice) 78 

Fitness – Gym, yoga, YMCA, Orange Theory, etc. 74 

Dessert/donut/ice cream/bakery 56 



Clothing/Shoe Store 46 

Arts – Versatile Arts, music, maker space, etc. 39 

Family-focused – play space, etc. 35 

Coffee  35 

Medical/Social Services 6 

Bowling 12 

 

Characteristics of retail respondents requested: 

local 24 

small 35 

boutique 18 

neighborhood 15 

community 12 

independent 6 

 

We will be improving the sidewalks and landscaping at the street-level. Which are the most important 

for designing the public areas? (select up to two) 

Good for pedestrians (enough space to walk, etc.) 281 

Lots of plants/greenery 217 

Lighting, “eyes on the street”, and other designs for safety 179 

Seating/places to congregate (sidewalk cafes, benches, etc) 167 

Attractive building materials at street-level (siding, windows, doors, signs, etc.) 98 

Other:  addressing homeless issue 4 

Other:  accessibility 5 

 

What concerns do you have about the project? (select any/all that apply) 

That it will make driving and parking in the neighborhood more difficult 268 

That it will not be affordable 186 

That it may feel out of scale with other buildings nearby 149 

That I will not like the way it looks 72 

The current business/use/building is going away 65 

Construction noise/impacts 62 

I don’t really have any specific concerns 28 

Other: safety concerns 13 

Other: view 5 

Other: displacement/gentrification 6 

Other: dewatering/drainage concerns 13 

Other: boring/generic design 9 

 



Why did you choose to live in Greenwood? 

 

 

 

 

  



In-person Outreach (multi-pronged) 

1) Table at community event or festival – We had a table at the Greenwood Seafair Parade on July 25th 

from 6-9:30pm.  A representative from the developer and the architect set up a table on the parade 

route in front of the site and talked to community members about the project.   We handed out yo-yos 

to kids as a way to start a conversation with their parents.  We advertised the event on the DON Early 

Community Outreach for Design Review Calendar seven days in advance.   

 

 

 

 

  



Results 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Between manning the table and walking around the parade route handing out yo-yo’s, the architect and 

developer estimate they spoke with approximately 30 individuals.  The most common topics were the 

need for parking, the desire for a grocer to replace Safeway (Trader Joe’s was the most requested), 

interest in community spaces and spaces for families, and fear of more new people moving to the 

neighborhood.   

2) Drop-in hours at business, community center or other venue near site – We initially attempted to do 

the door-to-door canvassing to residents and businesses within 500 feet of our site, but found that there 

were many multifamily/apartment buildings nearby that proved to be impossible to canvas.  So, we 

instead hosted a staffed pop-up event at Naked City Brewery on Thursday, August 16th from 5:30-

7:30pm.  Two representatives from Washington Holdings staffed the event and were available to answer 

questions from community members.  The posters and postcards were available at the event, and 

included 1) the address of the project, 2) the general program/uses allowed or envisioned and 3) the 

generalized zoning.  A site plan was not included because we don’t have one at this time.   

The event was advertised in the following locations: 

DON Early Community Outreach for Design Review Calendar (seven days in advance)

 

  



Phinney Neighborhood Association (Facebook)  Phinneywood Blog (Facebook) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approximately 30 people showed up to this event, and seven people signed up to receive future 

communications.   

Results 

We had a large pad of paper available for those who wanted to jot down comments.  Additionally, the 

two developer representatives took notes immediately following the event to capture community 

feedback.  Participants were encouraged to follow up via email or survey to contribute additional 

comments.   

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The following summarizes the feedback received from the community during this event: 

Retail 

We heard specific requests for: Trader Joes, Community event space, Arts/theater space, Ice cream, 

Fitness/Gym, bakery, dance studio.   People were generally very excited about the idea of a Trader Joes 

type grocery outlet. Some expressed enthusiasm for an even bigger grocer (ie Met Market, Town & 

Country). Generally people disliked only having Fred Meyer as a shopping option.  The community did 

not want banks, coffee shops, bars or float spa.  There was some concern over what the site will be used 

for in the interim 

Residential 

There was some concern/surprise over how many apartment projects are planned in the neighborhood.  

There was a lots of discussion about providing affordable housing.  We discussed the MFTE program as 

well as the MHA program.  Several attendees were disappointed we would likely be paying the fee.  The 

community generally liked the way Janus turned out. However, they were disappointed that prime retail 

space is BECU rather than something like a restaurant.  They liked the artwork feature on the corner at 

Janus. 

Parking 

This was probably the most asked question.  There was general disappointment and anger with other 

developments that aren’t including any parking.  We heard that street parking is challenging in the 

neighborhoods, more so here because there are no sidewalks and the post office won’t deliver when 

cars are parked in front of mailboxes.   

Building Height 

There were lots of questions about building height – we indicated we were going to build to the 

approved zoning, whether that was the 40’ or the 65’ depending on the outcome of the HALA upzone. 

Generally the community was not too concerned about the potential height of the project. Open space 

ideas such as a rooftop or courtyard were well-received. 

Current State of the Lot 

Several neighbors complained about the recently installed razor wire.  WH Greenwood LLC plans to have 

it removed.  There were complains about the boarded up windows and requests to add art/murals. 

There were requests for signage on the site indicating something new and exciting is coming.  A 

neighbor requested a hedge be pruned to provide more visibility.  There was some interest in renting 

out interim parking stalls for their business 

Next Steps 

There was strong interest in keeping communications lines open.  We collected a list of contact info for 

people that wanted to hear from us and promised to continue to keep communication with the 

neighborhood on progress.   

 

 



Additional In-Person Outreach 

Above and beyond what was required through this program, we also met with various community 

groups including:   

• Phinney Ridge Community Council – Alice Poggi, President 

• Phinney Neighborhood Association – Chris Maykut and Alex Gramps 

• Greenwood Community Council – Rob Fellows, President 

 


