
 

 

Memorandum 

Date:  May	16,	2016	

To:  Erin	Doherty	
Landmarks	Preservation	Board	Coordinator	
Seattle	Department	of	Neighborhoods		
700	5th	Avenue,	Suite	1700	
PO	Box	94649	
Seattle,	WA	98124	
(206)	684‐0380	
erin.doherty@seattle.gov	

From:  Christopher	Hetzel,	Project	Manager/Sr.	Architectural	Historian	
(213)	840‐3143	
christopher.hetzel@icfi.com	

Subject:  Additional Information for the 45th Street Theatre Seattle Landmark 
Nomination Application 

	

Erin	–	Per	your	request,	below	please	find	additional	information	concerning	the	45th	Street	Theatre	at	
2115	N.	45th	Street.	This	information	is	provided	in	response	to	the	specific	questions	and	comments	
presented	in	your	email	dated	May	5,	2016.	

1)						Were	the	1970s	a	revival	time	for	Art	Deco	/	Moderne	architecture	in	theatres?	

I	have	not	found	any	secondary	studies	published	on	the	subject	of	"Art	Deco	Revival."	However,	there	
appears	to	be	a	general	consensus	among	those	knowledgeable	of	this	time	period	that	there	was	a	
resurgence	of	the	Art	Deco	style	beginning	in	the	1970s	that	continued	through	the	early	1980s,	the	
effects	of	which	we	continue	to	see	today.	Evidence	of	this	"revival"	seem	to	have	primarily	emerged	as	a	
result	of	the	social	unrest	of	the	period,	appearing	in	the	cultural	ephemera	of	the	period.	The	revival	
was	not	necessarily	tied	to	a	concerted	"movement,"	but	rather	as	a	retro‐cultural	trend.	In	the	mid‐
1980s	(about	1982	or	1983),	the	popularity	of	Art	Deco	Revival	was	followed	by	renewed	interest	in	the	
1950s	(e.g.,	the	B‐52s,	coffee	shops	and	diners,	etc.),	then	in	the	late	1980s	and	early	1990s	by	a	
renewed	interest	in	the	1970s.	As	one	of	my	colleagues	who	is	considered	an	expert	in	the	architecture	
of	these	periods	related,	"just	retro	taste	going	in	cycles."	

Examples	of	the	cultural	ephemera	of	the	1970s	that	exhibited	the	Art	Deco	Revival	include	car	ads	in	
magazines,	which	featured	hand	drawn	steppings	and	stars,	and	the	1972	Topps	Baseball	card	design.	
David	Gebhard's	book	on	Los	Angeles	in	the	1930s	also	was	first	published	during	this	period,	and	Art	
Noveau	was	prominent	in	popular	culture,	particularly	within	women's	fashion.	Much	of	this	interest	in	
Art	Deco	also	seems	to	have	been	connected	to	a	popular	nostalgia	for	"old	Hollywood,"	as	well.		
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Evidently,	this	resurgence	of	Art	Deco	did	not	translate	into	high	architecture,	at	least	not	in	the	1970s.	
One	possible	exception	might	be	the	work	of	architect	Charles	Moore	(1925‐1993),	but	my	sources	on	
this	subject	feel	such	interest	was	greater	on	the	east	coast	than	the	west	coast.	Moore's	Piazza	d'Italia	
in	New	Orleans	is	considered	to	have	Art	Deco	influences,	particularly	the	way	it	lights	up	at	night,	and	
in	1979	Moore	designed	a	Best	showroom	that	was	solidly	rooted	in	the	Art	Deco,	although	the	design	
was	never	built	(See:	http://41.media.tumblr.com/972add80857a5ea939bcf8575f80c0e9/	
tumblr_mozto1lrVF1qzqju7o1_1280.jpg).	

Art	Deco	Revival	became	more	prominent	in	architecture	in	the	1980s	and	1990s,	a	trend	that	continues	
today.	Sometimes	the	style	appeared	in	building	designs	as	a	straight‐up	revival	and	at	other	times	was	
embedded	in	Postmodernist	designs.	One	example	is	the	NBC	Tower	in	Chicago,	designed	by	Adrian	D.	
Smith	of	Skidmore,	Owings	&	Merrill	in	1989.	It	is	considered	one	of	the	finest	reproductions	of	the	Art	
Deco	style	and	similar	to	the	GE	Building	in	New	York	City.	Interest	in	Art	Deco	in	the	1980s	and	1990s	
was	also	found	in	the	historic	preservation	movement.	The	rescue	and	revival	of	Miami's	Art	Deco	
district	is	probably	one	of	the	foremost	examples.	

In	the	1970s	and	1980s,	altering	older	movie	theaters	and	changing	them	to	exhibit	the	Art	Deco	Revival	
style	does	not	appear	to	have	been	a	widespread	trend.	The	most	common	practice	seems	to	have	been	
to	alter	and	update	older	marquees.	However,	I	did	come	across	a	one	other	isolated	example	of	an	Art	
Deco	Revival	theater	conversion,	similar	to	the	Guild	45th	Theatre.	In	the	Los	Angeles,	the	Los	Angeles	
Heritage	Commission	designated	the	Crest	Theatre	in	the	UCLA‐Westwood	area	of	Los	Angeles	as	a	
Historic‐Cultural	Monument	in	2008.	

The	designation	of	the	Crest	Theatre	in	Los	Angeles	was	largely	based	on	the	theatre’s	unique	
representation	of	the	Art	Deco	Revival	style	from	the	late	1980s	and	the	renovation	of	older	movie	
theaters	during	this	period	by	Hollywood	studios.	Like	the	Guild	45th	Theatre,	the	Crest	Theatre	was	an	
older	1920s	movie	theater	that	was	rehabilitated	in	the	Art	Deco	Revival	style.	Unlike	the	Guild	45th	
Theatre,	the	rehabilitation	was	carried	through	the	entire	building	and	seemingly	tied	to	a	general	
development	trend	in	Los	Angeles	‐	one	not	necessarily	specific	to	the	Art	Deco	Revival.	The	nomination	
itself	describes	the	Crest	Theatre	as	being	a	singular	case	study,	and	relatively	rare	for	the	time	period.	A	
copy	of	the	Historic‐Cultural	Monument	nomination	for	the	Crest	Theatre	is	enclosed.	

2)						Asked	for	more	information	about	the	Seven	Gables	Theatre	group.	

For	more	info	on	Robert	Finley	and	the	Seven	Gables	Theatres	Corporation,	I	would	strongly	suggest	
reading:	http://www.historylink.org/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cfm&file_id=7275.	A	copy	of	this	
article	is	enclosed.	

Robert	Clark	sold	the	Guild	45th	Theatre	to	Randy	Finley	of	the	Seven	Gables	Theatres	Corporation	in	
1975.	Founded	by	Finley	in	the	early	1970s,	the	Seven	Gables	Theatres	Corporation	was	the	Pacific	
Northwest’s	largest	chain	of	independent	movie	theaters	at	the	time.	It	eventually	included	a	total	of	16	
theaters,	including	the	Guild	45th	Theatre,	the	Varsity	Theatre,	the	Seven	Gables	Theatre	(1975,	a	
former	American	Foreign	Legion	dance	hall)	at	911	N.	E.	50th	Street,	the	Broadway	Theatre	(1909,	
remodeled;	originally	the	Society	Theatre)	at	201	Broadway	in	Capitol	Hill;	the	Ridgemont	Theatre;	the	
Lakewood	Theatre	(1938)	at	6120	Motor	Avenue	Southwest	in	Lakewood,	Washington;	and	the	Crest	
Theatre,	as	well	as	several	theaters	in	Portland,	Oregon	(Doug	Merlino,	“Finley,	Randy	(b.	1942),”	File	
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#7275,	Historylink.org	(22	March	2005),	online	document:	
http://www.historylink.org/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cfm&file_id=7275,	accessed	September	
2015).	

	Finley,	along	with	two	partners,	had	opened	his	first	theater	in	March	1970.	Called	the	“Movie	House”	
(now	the	Grand	Illusion	Theatre	at	N.	E.	50th	and	University	Avenue),	the	theater	was	established	in	a	
remodeled	dentist’s	office	and	featured	independent,	foreign,	and	art	house	films.	He	opened	additional	
theaters	after	finding	success	as	a	film	distributor,	including	a	355‐seat	Movie	House	theater	in	Portland,	
Oregon,	in	1973	and	the	aforementioned	Seven	Gables	Theatre	in	1975.	He	bought	the	Guild	45th	
Theater	this	same	year.	By	the	mid‐1970s,	Finley	had	become	a	major	player	in	the	film	industry.	His	
talent	for	negotiation	and	enthusiasm	for	offbeat	films,	for	example,	led	to	deals	with	Francis	Ford	
Coppola	and	Woody	Allen	to	screen	previews	of	their	new	films	at	the	Guild	45th	Theatre.	

This	success	led	Finley	to	carry	out	a	major	rehabilitation	of	the	Guild	45th	Theatre	in	1977‐1978.	This	
work	was	part	of	a	so‐called	long	range	plan	to	continuously	upgrade	the	Seven	Gables	Theatres	
Corporation’s	theater	facilities.	Following	its	acquisition,	Finley	had	retained	the	Guild	45th	Theatre’s	
“art‐house	policy,”	but	recognized	a	need	to	(once	again)	update	its	design	(Paul	Dorpat,	“1993‐01‐31	
The	Guild	45	Theater	–	Wallingford	Art	House”).	

At	the	same	time,	Seven	Gables	Theatres	renovated	and	reopened	the	Crest	Theatre	at	16505	Fifth	
Avenue	NE,	Seattle	in	Spring	of	1978.	It	reopened	with	the	premiere	Seattle	70mm	engagement	of	“Close	
Encounters	of	the	Third	Kind”	in	May	of	that	year	and	bore	the	name	Crest	70,	along	the	lines	of	then‐
stalwart	Seattle	theatres	UA	70	(70mm)	and	UA	150	(Dimension	150),	touting	its	then‐exclusive	70mm	
presentations.	Among	its	memorable	showings	were	a	1979	70mm	run	of	Walt	Disney’s	“Sleeping	
Beauty”	for	the	first	time	in	20	years,	the	premiere	engagement	of	Carroll	Ballard’s	“The	Black	Stallion,”	
and	a	repertory	featuring	70mm	screenings	of	“Days	of	Heaven,”	“Camelot,”	and	“Hello,	Dolly!”	among	
many	others.	During	the	renovation,	the	Crest	Theatre’s	storefronts	were	removed	and	gutted	and	
converted	into	a	small	specialty	cinema	in	1979.	The	main	auditorium	was	subsequently	divided	into	
three	screening	rooms	in	1980	(http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/11451).	

The	Seven	Gables	Theatres	Corporation	opened	a	second	detached	auditorium	in	Wallingford,	the	Guild	
45th	II,	on	North	45th	Street,	two	parcels	away	from	the	Guild	45th	Theatre	in	1983	(Paul	Dorpat,	
“1993‐01‐31	The	Guild	45	Theater	–	Wallingford	Art	House;”	Landmark	Theatres,	“Info:	Guild	45th	
Theatre,”	LandmarkTheatres.com,	online	resource:	http://www.landmarktheatres.com/seattle/guild‐
45th‐theatre/info,	accessed	May	2015).	

Landmark	Theatre	Corporation,	a	national	movie‐house	chain,	purchased	Finley’s	Seven	Gables	Theatres	
properties,	including	the	Guild	45th	Theatre	in	1988	(Dorpat	1993).	Seven	Gables,	which	was	still	based	
in	Seattle,	operated	34	screens	in	11	locations	in	Seattle	and	Portland.	By	2002,	Landmarks/Seven	
Gables	Theatres	owned	eight	art‐house	cinema	houses	in	Seattle.	These	theaters	included	the	Crest	
Cinema	Center,	Egyptian	Theatre,	the	Guild	45th,	the	Harvard	Exit,	Metro	Cinemas,	Neptune	Theatre,	the	
Seven	Gables,	and	the	Varsity	Theatre	(http://articles.latimes.com/1988‐09‐09/business/fi‐
1841_1_theater‐chains).	
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3)						Are	there	other	extant	neighborhood	movie	houses	in	Seattle	from	the	silent	film	era?	

I	compiled	a	spreadsheet	of	Seattle’s	historic	theaters,	based	on	data	available	from	
CinemaTreasures.org.	A	copy	is	enclosed.	According	to	this	information,	there	are	approximately	26	
theaters	in	Seattle	that	still	exist	from	the	silent	film	era.	Of	these,	6	appear	to	remain	intact	and	have	
been	restored.	All	of	the	others	have	been	closed,	altered	and/or	renovated.	Note:	None	of	the	
information	obtained	from	CinemaTreasures.org	has	been	verified	by	historical	research	or	fieldwork.	

4)						Asked	if	the	types	of	changes	undertaken	at	the	Guild	45th	are	typical	for	small	
neighborhood	theatres.	

It	is	relatively	common	for	historic	theaters	to	have	undergone	changes	through	the	course	of	their	
existence.	These	changes	tend	to	reflect	changing	ownership,	economic	development	trends,	and	shifts	
in	popular	culture.	The	aforementioned	list	of	Seattle	theaters	from	CinemaTreasures.org	includes	a	
large	number	of	properties	that	have	been	demolished	and	altered,	which	is	indicative	of	these	changes.	

I	have	not	found	any	other	theaters	that	were	altered	in	the	same	manner	as	the	Guild	45th	Street	
Theatre	(i.e.,	conversion	of	the	façade	to	the	Art	Deco	Revival)	in	the	1970s.	However,	the	Seven	Gables	
Theatre	Company	did	renovate	the	Crest	Theatre	at	16505	Fifth	Avenue	NE,	Seattle	in	1978‐1979	at	the	
same	time	as	the	Guild	45th	Street	Theatre.	The	only	theatre	rehabilitation	that	I	am	aware	of	that	could	
be	considered	a	direct	correlation	to	the	changes	made	at	the	Guild	45th	Street	Theatre	in	1978‐1979	
are	the	changes	made	to	the	Crest	Theatre	in	the	UCLA‐Westwood	area	of	Los	Angeles,	as	described	
under	question	#1	above.	

5)						There	were	questions	about	the	alterations	to	the	sign	/	marquee.			

The	series	of	enclosed	historical	photographs	illustrate	the	sequence	of	changes	to	the	Guild	45th	Street	
Theatre’s	blade	sign	over	time.	A	description	of	the	changes	over	time	is	provided	below.	

1920‐1932	

The	theatre’s	original	marquee	consisted	of	a	slightly	off‐center	projecting	blade	sign,	fixed	between	two	
of	the	central	second‐story	windows	and	stabilized	by	anchored	guide	wires.	It	featured	the	theatre’s	
original	name,	“Paramount,”	in	incandescent	lights	above	a	rectangular	reader	board	that	displayed	
current	shows.	

1933‐1948	

The	theatre’s	original	projecting	marquee	was	removed	and	a	new,	much	larger,	projecting	blade	sign	
installed	in	its	place	in	1933.	The	new	signed	displayed	the	theatre’s	new	name,	“Bruen’s	45th	St.,”	in	
bright	neon	letters	over	a	new	illuminated,	rectangular	reader	board.	The	sign	was	large	enough	that	its	
structural	support	extended	from	the	roof,	in	addition	to	being	affixed	to	the	façade’s	second	story	by	
brackets	and	cables.	The	body	of	the	sign	consisted	of	a	sheet	metal	box	that	was	relatively	symmetrical	
in	shape	with	curved	outer	and	inner	edges.	

1949‐Present	
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In	1949,	the	previously	existing	blade	sign	was	removed	and	reconstructed.	The	sign	shifted	from	its	off‐
center	location	and	centered	on	the	second	story;	the	label	“Bruen’s”	was	removed;	and	the	sign	box	
appears	to	have	been	rebuilt	or	replaced.	The	new	metal	body	was	constructed	of	sheet	metal,	but	had	
an	asymmetrical	shape	with	straight	outer	and	inner	edges.	The	original	neon	was	re‐used.	A	
comparison	of	historical	photographs	suggests	the	box	was	rebuilt,	or	the	outer	sections	of	the	original	
sign	removed	to	create	the	outer	and	inner	straight	edges.	Except	for	the	“Guild”	portion	of	the	sign,	the	
theatre’s	existing	marquee	and	sign	appear	to	date	to	this	renovation.	

1957	–	The	word	“Guild”	was	added	to	the	top	of	both	sides	of	the	marquee	in	neon	at	about	this	time.	

1996	–	The	existing	“Guild”	signs	located	atop	the	marquee’s	reader	boards	were	added	in	1996,	
replacing	the	older	versions	of	the	lettering	installed	circa	1957.	
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FINDINGS 
 

1. The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” 
as an example of themed Art Deco Revival commercial architecture.  

 
2. The property reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, 

State or community” as an early neighborhood single-screen theater significant to the 
history of the Westwood community. 

 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1940 and substantially remodeled in 1987, this one-story commercial theater building 
exhibits character-defining features of themed Art Deco Revival architecture.  The subject 
building is located in the Westwood area of Los Angeles, near the major intersection of Wilshire 
and Westwood Boulevard.  The building is rectangular in plan, with an exterior of stucco and 
brick finish with stucco trim, and a flat asphalt roof.  Windows are fixed aluminum frame.  The 
entry features a centered set of recessed, single panel doors.  A major character defining 
feature of the subject building is a stepped and apexed Art Deco-style upper façade with 
elaborate marquees and a large neon vertical sign spelling “CREST.”  The signage bisects the 
façade’s three clusters of densely packed steppings of stacked square blocks and vertical lines 
leading to a central tower.  The signage is topped by a semi-circular fan shaped two-sided sign 
spelling “MAJESTIC” in neon.  An elaborated sunburst lighting fixture is above the main 
entrance and located beneath the marquee.  Side and back elevations are unadorned exposed 
brick.   
 
Significant interior spaces exhibit design elements from a major 1987 renovation.  The lobby-
foyer space contains an elaborate sunburst lighting fixture, hand-painted ceilings, and Art-Deco 
style concession stand and fixtures.  A rectangular-shaped auditorium displays hand-painted 
murals of notable Los Angeles landmarks circa 1939, a hand painted screen curtain, elaborate 
plasterwork entryways and wall features, and a celestially accurate starscape depicted on the 
ceiling.   
 
The proposed UCLAN-Crest Theater historic monument was originally designed by architect 
Arthur Hawes in 1940 in an austere Moderne design.  Hawes was trained in England as an 
architect and civil engineer and was an assistant architect to notable Pasadena based architect 
Elmer Grey.  The construction of the subject building was financed by Frances Seymour Fonda, 
wife of highly acclaimed actor Henry Fonda, and mother of Jane and Peter Fonda.  Named the 
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UCLAN Theater for its proximity to the UCLA campus, the subject building was to be one of 
several venues for a theater chain financed by F.S. Fonda; however, this was the only theatre 
ever completed. 
 
In 1987, the theatre was completely renovated by Pacific Theaters and the Walt Disney 
Corporation, replacing the original Moderne façade with one reminiscent of circa 1930s Art 
Deco architecture.  The transformation was overseen by theater designer and period specialist 
Joseph Musil, who would go on to restore the El Capitan Theatre in Hollywood (Historic-Cultural 
Monument #495).  The exterior and interior of the building was also redesigned as an 
interpretation of the visual experience one would encounter in a movie palace of the 1930s.  
The design elements incorporated constituted a conscious attempt to recreate the setting of 
Hollywood in the 1930s and create a themed environment evoking that period.  Included in this 
re-creation is an elaborate hand-painted cyclorama mural that surrounds the interior of the 
auditorium.  The mural, painted in acrylic, depicts a 1930s Los Angeles with landmarks such as 
the Pantages Theatre and the Hollywood sign and pays homage to several other architectural 
landmarks no longer extant. 
 
Alterations include the major 1987 redesign of the subject building.  These alterations consist of 
a façade addition, marquee, signage, plasterwork and wall treatment, light fixtures, and hand-
painted murals.   
 
DISCUSSION 

 

The UCLAN-Crest Theater property successfully meets two of the specified Historic-Cultural 
Monument (HCM) criteria: 1) “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural 
type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” and 
2) reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community.”  As 
a commercial building designed in the themed Art Deco Revival style and a significant early 
single screen neighborhood theater in the Westwood area, the property qualifies for designation 
as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.   
 
Although substantially altered, some elements of the original Moderne design of 1940 remain 
such as the exterior side walls, auditorium stage, and the overall rectangular plan, contours, and 
massing of the subject building.  Because of its original austere and unornamented design, the 
theater appears to have successfully accommodated the design additions made in 1987.  As the 
1987 modifications have architecturally rendered a new building in terms of design and period of 
style and have attained significance in their own right, the issue of integrity should apply 
primarily to the condition of the post-1987 design.             
 
The ornamental work of the UCLAN-Crest Theater appears notable for its quality and 
craftsmanship and attention to detail.  Plaster work in the auditorium and lobby exhibits 
intricately detailed features inspired from the highly decorative styles of the Art Deco, 
specifically the “Zigzag Moderne” style.  Chevrons, sunbursts, spirals, stylized plant motifs, and 
stepped patterns characterize the subject building; as a whole, the design represents a playful 
yet thoughtful understanding of the Art Deco style.  As the work of theater designer and period 
specialist Joseph Musil and other artisans assembled by the Walt Disney Corporation and 
Pacific Theaters, the design of the theater is a unique product of work by individuals from the 
fields of preservation, architecture, the decorative arts, entertainment, film, set design, and 
theme parks.  The 1980s design elements represented a conscious effort to recapture the 
glamour of the 1930s Hollywood era.  While in most cases, the addition of false historicist 
elements to an already historic building is inappropriate, the subject building’s original design 
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merged with the quality of design and workmanship of the later additions has produced a unique 
and successful Art Deco-theme building.    
 
The auditorium mural by scenic artist Bill Anderson, presenting a highly-stylized cityscape 
cyclorama of landmarks of Los Angeles in the 1930s, appears to individually possess artistic 
value while further enhancing the period design scheme of the subject building.  The UCLAN-
Crest Theater’s exterior with its stepped façade, central tower, marquee, neon, and elaborate 
vertical monumental signage also work to create an architectural presence on Westwood 
Boulevard and evokes the Art Deco theme found throughout the theater.     
 
In addition to its design significance, the subject building meets HCM criteria for its contribution 
to the history of the Westwood community.  The UCLAN-Crest Theater was the third theater 
constructed in the Westwood area after the Fox Village Theater (1931; Historic-Cultural 
Monument #362) and Fox Bruin Theater (1937; Historic-Cultural Monument #361).  The theater 
is also notable for being built and financed by F.S. Fonda, wife and mother to prominent actors 
in the film industry, at a time when few women were financial heads of companies or real estate 
developments.  The subject building has also continued to function as a single-screen movie 
theater since 1942 to the present.  The theater was one of the earliest venues to exclusively 
showcase foreign films in Los Angeles.  Its proximity to the major intersection of Wilshire and 
Westwood Boulevards along with its neon signage and façade also contributes to its landmark 
prominence in the immediate communities of the Westside and Westwood Village.      
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting of January 24, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the 
application under consideration.  On February 21, 2008, the Cultural Heritage Commission 
toured the subject property.  
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Year Built Street Address Name Current Status # of Screens

1893 700 Third Avenue Seattle Theatre Demolished 1

1900 217 Cherry Street Grand Theatre Demolished 1

1907 1932 Second Avenue Moore Theatre Open 1

1908 712 First Avenue Dream Theatre Demolished 1

1909 201 Broadway Broadway Theatre Altered/Closed 1

1909 1114 2nd Avenue Strand Theatre Demolished 1

1909 Fifth Avenue and Pine Street Wilkes Theatre Altered/Closed 1

1910 514 Second Avenue Alaska Theatre Closed 1

1910 1000 Second Avenue Palace Theatre Demolished 1

1910 circa 412 Maynard Avenue South Kokusai Theater Demolished 1

1911 415 University Street Metropolitan Theatre Demolished 1

1912 1414 Second Avenue Columbia Theatre Altered/Closed 1

1912 2425 South Jackson Street Mount Baker Theatre Demolished 1

1913 1515 Fourth Avenue Colonial Theatre Demolished 1

1913 1st Avenue and Madison Street Rivoli Theatre Demolished 1

1913 319 Pike Street Tilikum Theater Altered/Closed 1

1914 312 N.E. 72nd Street Green Lake Theater Altered/Closed 1

1914 1520 First Avenue Liberty Theatre Demolished 1

1914 4th Avenue & Pike Street Mission Theatre Demolished 1

1915 2044 NW Market Street Bay Theatre Closed 1

1915 4537 University Way NE Egyptian Theatre Altered/Closed 1

1915 1300 Third Avenue Palomar Theatre Demolished 1

1916 500 Pike Street Coliseum Theater Closed 1

1918 412 Maynard Avenue S Atlas Theatre Altered/Closed 1

1918 Pike Street & 3rd Avenue Class A Theatre Demolished 1

1920 1421 5th Avenue Blue Mouse Theatre Demolished 1

1920 512 Second Avenue Florence Theatre Closed 1

1920 2115 N. 45th Street Guild 45th Theatre Altered/Open 1

1920 1515 Third Avenue Winter Garden Theatre Altered/Closed 1

1920 circa 2352 Beacon Avenue South Beacon Theatre Demolished 1

1921 1303 N.E. 45th Street Neptune Theatre Open 1

1923 4916 Rainier Avenue South Columbia City Theater Open 1

1923 6550 NE Roosevelt Way Hollywood Theatre Closed 1

1924 1508 Third Avenue Capitol Theatre Demolished 1

1924 2815 East Cherry Street Madrona Theatre Demolished 1

1924 5623 Airport Way S Mission Theatre Altered/Closed 1

1924 2308 24th Avenue East Montlake Theater Closed 1

1924 7720 Greenwood Ave Ridgemont Theatre Demolished 1

1925 7610 Aurora Avenue North Arabian Theatre Altered/Closed 1

1925 1529 Queen Anne Avenue North Queen Anne Theatre Demolished 1

1925 708 19th Avenue E Roycroft Theatre Closed 1

1925 204 N. 85th Street Taproot Theatre Altered/Open 1

1925 608 NW 65th Street Woodland Theatre Altered/Closed 1

1926 1308 5th Avenue 5th Avenue Theatre Open 1

1926 1409 Third Avenue Embassy Theatre Closed 1

1926 511 Queen Anne Avenue North SIFF Cinema Uptown Open 3
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1926 1427 E. Pine Street Venetian Theatre Demolished 1

1927 2218 NW Market Street Ballard Theatre Closed 1

1927 5011 California Avenue Granada Theatre Demolished 1

1927 1900 Fifth Avenue Orpheum Theater Demolished 1

1928 1414 Fifth Avenue Music Box Theatre Demolished 1

1928 911 Pine Street Paramount Theatre Open 1

1929 702‐710 Olive Way Music Hall Theatre Demolished 1

1933 515 Pike Street Town Theater Demolished 1

1937 7107 Woodlawn Avenue NE Green Lake Theatre Closed 1

1940 4329 University Way NE Varsity Theater Open 3

1941 1419 1st Avenue Green Parrot Theatre Demolished 1

1942 2343 California Avenue SW Admiral Theatre Altered/Open 2

1945 1319 Rainier Avenue South Victory Theater Demolished 1

1946 13500 Aurora Avenue N Aurora Drive‐In Demolished 1

1948 11200 Tukwila International BoulevaDuwamish Drive‐In Closed 1

1948 2424 34th Avenue West Magnolia Theatre Demolished 1

1949 16505 Fifth Avenue NE Crest Cinema Center Altered/Open 4

1949 3120 NE 125th Street Lake City Theatre Altered/Closed 1

1951 10 Northgate Plaza Northgate Theatre Demolished 1

1960 circa Rainier Avenue Toyo Cinema Closed 1

1963 2100 4th Avenue Seattle Cinerama Open 1

1969 807 E. Roy Street Harvard Exit Theatre Closed 2

1969 2131 6th Avenue UA 150 Demolished 2

1970 1403 NE 50th Street Grand Illusion Cinema Open 1

1970 circa 1313 First Avenue Sultan's Lavender Cinema Demolished 1

1973 13000 Linden Avenue North Aurora Cinema I‐II‐III Demolished 3

1974 2130 6th Avenue King Cat Theater Demolished 1

1974 202 Third Avenue South Rosebud Movie Palace Closed 1

1976 911 NE 50th Street at Roosevelt WaySeven Gables Cinema Open 1

1977 1428 Post Alley Market Theatre Open 1

1980 801 East Pine Street SIFF Egyptian Theatre Open 1

1986 10006 Aurora Avenue N AMC Loews Oak Tree 6 Open 6

1988 401 Broadway East Broadway Market Cinemas /  Closed 4

1989 4500 9th Avenue NE Seattle Sundance Cinemas Open 10

1991 1401 Second Avenue #301 Newmark Cinemas Closed 5

1996 1501 7th Avenue Regal Meridian 16 Open 16

1998 600 Pine Street AMC Pacific Place 11 Open 11

1999 1515 12th Avenue Northwest Film Forum Open 2

2000 2044 NW Market Street Majestic Bay Theaters Open 3

2000 circa 1411 21st Avenue Central Cinema Open 1

2009 301 N.E. 103rd Street Regal Thornton Place 14 Open 14

2011 Warren Avenue & Republican Street SIFF Film Center Open 1
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