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    DRAFT   October 2, 2013 

 

Dear Mayor McGinn, Members of City Council, Ms. Best and Mr. Barber, 

 

This letter concerns the potential sale of property in West Seattle owned by 

Seattle City Light.   

 

We request that you take no action to authorize the sale of property in West 

Seattle by Seattle City Light until such time as (1) there has been an 

appropriate process to assess the needs or benefits of the surrounding 

communities with respect to future uses of the properties and (2) where 

appropriate public uses or benefits have been identified, City departments 

affirmatively assist surrounding communities to procure funding.   

 

Seattle City Light has 8 former substations in Southwest Seattle, and one in 

the Rainier Valley, that are no longer being used and are surplus to the needs 

of the utility.  Six are located in West Seattle. 

 

 Former Ambaum Substation, 1006 SW 144
th

 St., Burien 

 Former Andover Substation, 2100 SW Andover St. (West Seattle) 

 Former Dakota Substation, 4918 SW Dakota St. (West Seattle) 

 Former Delridge Substation, 5601 23
rd

 Ave. SW (West Seattle) 

 Former Dumar Substation, 1605 SW Holden St. (West Seattle) 

 Former Fauntleroy Substation, 4520 Brace Point Dr. (West Seattle) 

 Former Glendale Substation, 2423 S 132
nd

 St., SeaTac 

 Former Wabash Substation, 5122 S. Cloverdale St.  

 Former White Center Substation, 8820 9
th
 Ave. SW (West Seattle) 

  

The West Seattle properties have potential benefits to the neighborhoods and 

to the City of Seattle as a whole.  Depending upon the needs of the 

neighboring communities, the properties may be best suited for open space, 

parks, community space, wetlands, or commercial or residential 

development.  Unless a careful analysis of the needs of each community is 

made, in concert with community groups, there is a significant likelihood 

that the benefits to the City will be lost.   
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The sale of the City Light properties could not come at a more inappropriate 

time.  First, the 2008 Parks Levy funds have all been allocated.  

Neighborhoods which wish to find funds to purchase the properties are at an 

extreme disadvantage without these resources.   

 

The Parks Department is only just being to develop the new Parks Legacy 

Plan.  One of the preliminary goals of the plan is to “continue to expand the 

Parks’ land holdings.”  (Parks Legacy Draft Plan, p. 151.)  To sell Seattle 

City Light Property for development without the ability to take into account 

the new Parks Legacy Plan would be a mistake.   

 

In addition, the Department of Planning and Development is beginning work 

on the first phase of Seattle’s 2035 update to the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  

Seattle’s population is expected to grow 20% by 2040.  As reported recently 

in The Seattle Times, nearly 3,900 new housing units have been built in 

West Seattle since 2005 and another 1,258 have been approved or are under 

review. (The Seattle Times, September 29, 2013)   In light of this major 

increase in density, the goals of the updated Comprehensive Plan should be 

taken into account in disposition of Seattle City Light properties. 

 

As shown above, the timing of the sale of Seattle City Light surplus property 

in West Seattle does not align with realizing the long-term benefits of these 

properties.  We ask that the timing of the proposed sale of properties in West 

Seattle be shifted to afford careful analysis of the benefits of public use as 

well as to provide neighborhoods the opportunity to secure funding where 

appropriate.   
 

 

 

       Sincerely, 

 

 

 

       Southwest District Council 

 

 

 



 

 

cc:   Bernie Matsuno, Director 
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