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Meeting Minutes 
 

Commissioners Present: Devon Alisa Abdallah, Ph.D., Tsegaba Woldehaimanot, Cherry Cayabyab, Bincy  
    Jacob, Jesus Rodriguez, Andrea Caupain, Lesley Irizarry-Hougan 
 
Commissioners Absent: Yasemin San, Ashraf Alazadi, Mohamed Sheik Hassan, Magdaleno M. Rose-Avila,  
    Pradeepta Upadhyay, Shree Dahal, Michael Neguse 
 
Commissioners by Phone: N/A 
 
SOCR Staff Present:  Glenn Harris 
 
Guests:   N/A 
 
Guest Speakers:  Aaron Fishbone and Steve Sneed 
 
Call to Order:   Call to order at 6:00 PM 
 
Approval of Minutes:  August Minutes approved by vote, Bincy and Lesley abstained 
 
1.   Welcome / Housekeeping / Announcements 
 Introduction 

• August Minutes approved by vote 
• Announcements:  

* Seattle Jobs Initiative has announced a new program design that will eliminate immediate job 
placement assistance as well as the VESL classes. They want to focus instead on college training 
and education. Although college training is really good, many immigrants and refugees are at 
least 3 or more levels behind college entry and would not benefit from this program. With this 
tough economy, immigrants and refugees are in desperate need of jobs. This new program 
design would dramatically affect immigrant and refugee communities. 

 
* Jesus invited everyone to community storytelling at White Center Community Development 
Association on September 23rd.  The Community Center is also having an annual dinner/auction 
on September 16th for Celebrating Global Village Families, in 2010, of Family Connections 
program served 117 families (514 individuals, 96& people of color, 77% spoke languages other 
than English at home).  http://wccda.org/home/wccda/1916  
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* The Redistricting Committee United for Fair Representation Campaign is in full swing, Cherry 
reported that Jesus and Yemane were on television supporting this effort.  Over 500 people 
have participated, September 13 reveal in Olympia at 10:00 AM.  Follows this link for videos 
and info - http://fairrepresentationwa.org/  
 
* October 8th and 9th –Celebrate Arab Festival at Seattle Center’s Fisher Pavilion 
http://www.seattlecenter.com/festal/detail.aspx?id=21  
 
* One America is sponsoring the Immigrant Integration Conference in Seattle on October 24-26. 
 

Action Items: 
 
The Co-Chairs gave a reminder about attendance: three unexcused absences will be grounds for Board 
removal. 
 
The Board voted to bring food when they can.  Unanimous vote! 

 
Cherry will attend the 5-Commission Meeting on September 14th.  Jesus is interested in participating in 
planning for 5-Commission Meetings. 
 
Retreat Planning – Jesus, Andrea and Cherry volunteered to be the Retreat Planning Committee.  Rose 
will send out a Doodle to Commissioners for availability October 22 23 29 30 from 9-4 at Central Area 
Motivation Project. 
 
Questions/Needs: 
Orientation needed, history, accomplishments, responsibilities, binders 
Team Building 
Facilitator 
Send Bylaws and Workplan 
Panel on Opportunities 
Food supplied by CAMP 
 

2.   SOCR Report 
 

Julie sends out the full report via email.   
 For a copy of the full report, contact Rose or Julie. 
 
3.   50th Anniversary of Seattle’s World Fair 
 

Aaron Fishbone, Scheduling, Advance and Mayoral Staff and Steve Sneed, Managing Artistic Director 
for Seattle Center gave a presentation about the focus, ideas and plans for the celebration to include 
highlighting immigrant and refugee businesses and import/export business in Seattle.  The focus is 
Commerce and the Innovation Economy (see handout with details). 
 

http://fairrepresentationwa.org/�
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“Culture Fusion” will be held August 11th and 12th and they are looking for an additional focus on the 
American born communities and are recommending business community tours. 
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The Meeting Adjourned at 8:00 PM
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