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Executive Summary

Seattle has an unparalleled opportunitydocquirepublicly owned land if S I G ( f-iScOnde KA I K

Magnola neighborhood largely for free and belovnarket ratesto createhomeless and
affordable housingnd new park and recreation spacégter more than100yearsin military
Service, in 2005 the Fort Lawton Army Reserve Center (Fort Lawton) was declaredasirplus
authorized by thdUnited StateBBase Realignment and ClosyBRAC) AcThisFort Lawton
Redevelopment Plan providesahesivevision for the futureof the site am meets

requirements otthe U.S Department of Defenseand Housing and Urban Development

In 2006, the City of Seatt(ghe City)was officially designated as the Local Redevelopment
Authority (LRAJor the approximately 34cres of Fort Lawton slated fdrsposition under
BRACAs the LRA, the Ciylicited andreceived proposals for redevelopment of the site. The
City received federal funding to preparerasterplan for the site and conduct a substantial
community outreach process.

In 2008,aredevelopnent planthat would have provided fomixedincomehousing and park
spaceat Fort Lawtornwas approved by City Council, HUD, and the U.S. Army. Soon after the
plan was submittedthe Magnolia Neighborhood Planning Coutfiédd a lawsuitclaiming that
environmental review under the State Environmental Protection Act (SE&A)equired prior

to City Councihdoption of the redevelopment plategislation.The City appealed a King County
Superior Courtlecisionthat concludedthe developmentplan constituted a project action
subject to SEPA.

In 2010, the Court of Appeadgreed with theSuperior Courthat SEPAppliedto the

redevelopment planSoon after, tle Great Recessiéhd A Y LI OG 2y KWeGahivn(f SQa
diminish the financial viality of the redevelopmentplan, the marketrate housing component

in particular.In 2013 the City began working with the U.S. Army to plan for interinswd-ort

Lawton The plan includd shifting ongoing maintenance and upkeep costs to the City.

In 2017, he City entered into a lease of Fort Lawtmmd a comprehensive environmental
review, including public outreach and comment, for a modified redevelopment plan for Fort
Lawton beganAn unsuccessful appeal the adequacy of thd-inal Environmental Ipact
Statement(FEIS)lelayed postnvironmental review phase$heHearingExaminer affirmed
GKS | RSljdzZ- 0 2F (GKS /AdeQa COL{®

TheFort Lawton Redevelopment Plan reflects years of discussions and planning with
stakeholdersandholds true tothe originalsocial responsibility and environmental stewardship
vision The plancreates an affordable and livable community with housing an#gand open
space.The plan affirmatively furthers fair housing choice for low income pedpprovides for
85 supportive housing units for seniors, including veterans, plus approximately 16Gwoe
and threebedroom apartments for renter householaath incomes up to 60 percent of
median income, and up to 52 thrdedroom townhomes and rowhouses for lamcome
homebuyers. In additiorgver 60 percent of the 34cre Fort Lawton site will be acquired from
the U.S. Army for parks and pamdated uses.
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CHAPTER 1
Project Visiorand Site

TheLINRP L2 A€ F2NJ C2NI [l 602y o0daAftRA adzoaidl yaalff
current needs and priorities. Along the wapmestakeholders expressed strong opinions on
increasinghe number of affordable housing units or the acres of parks space beyond what is

reflected in the plan. Other stakeholders hoped to have new priorities introduced to the plan.

As the publibenefit conveyances and redevelopment phases finally approadtil&iges,

including Magnolia residents, can look forward to the gradual transformation of this former

military installation to parks and open space and a vibrant affordable housing community. The

vision balances important City priorities, including a dfaat commitment to providing quality

affordable housing for lovincome households and people who have experienced

homelessness and increasing lands dedicated to park and open space.

Affordable housing Park and recreation space
1 ~85supportive housing unitior seniors, Between 21 an@2 acres of parks and
including veterans, who have experienced recreaion area

homelessn . .
OMElessness 1 ~13 acres for passive recreation

SponsorsCatholicHousing Services of § ~ 6acres fordevelopment of2 multi-

Western WashingtoandUnited Indians of purpose fieldsand surface parking

All Tribed~oundation U.S. HUD homeless (south of the new affordable housing)

housing public benefit conveyance $0 1 Between 4 and acres of forest land on
1 ~ 100 one, two-, and tiree-bedroom flats western edge of Fort Lawton

or rowhouses for renter households with incorporated into Discovery Park

incomes up to 60% of AMI ($4BKK for & 1 Reuse of existing structure to north of

4-person HH) housingas park maintenance facility

Sponsor CatholicHousingService®f 1 Public engagement process prior to

Western WashingtoylJ.S. Army negotiated parks design and development

saleconveyance

Conveyances to Seattle Parks and Recreation:

I ~ 50three-bedroomrowhousesand U.S. Department of Interior (National Parks

townhomes for homebuyers with incomes Service) parks publlenefit conveyance $0

0, -
L:ﬁ_';o 80% of AMI ($6486K for 25-person Conveyance to Seattle Public Schools: Either

U.S. Department of Education parks public
benefit conveyance or U.S. Army negotiated
sale

Sponsor Habitat for Humanityf
Seattle/King CountyJ.SU.S. HUD sekelp
housingpublic berefit conveyance $0
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CHAPTER 1
Project Visiorand Site

EXISTING MAINTENANCE
PARKING LOT
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CHAPTER 1
Project Visiorand Site

The approximately 34cre Fort Lawton site is locat@th Magnoia Bluffiny 2 NJI K¢ Sad { St G
Magnolia neighborhood. The site is bordered by W Lawton Street to the northAd&nue W
to the east, W Government Way to the sou#tmd Discovery Park to the west.

The site generally slopes downward in a series

of terraces from higher elevations at the T
southwest corner to lower elevations to the
north and northeast. Steep slopes are presen
along the north and east edges of the site.
has two large areas of unmaintained natural
vegetation: one along the north bluff aride
other in the south portion of the site, adjacent g
to the Fort Lawton Cemetery. Other areas of
the site contain grass and ornamental plants
Shilshole Bay is located about 400 feet to the &&=
north of the site. Fort Lawton North Parking Lot

There arewo large forested areas onsite: one along the north bluff and the other adjacent to
the Fort Lawton Cemetery in the south portion of the site. Patches of forest are also present in
the west part of the site. Mature trees border the east site boundary aRfg\venue W and
landscaping surrounds the existing buildings.

As shown in the following tablapproximately 55% of the Fort Lawton site is currently
developed in building footprints, driveways, parking lots, sidewalks and other bedsaThe
remaining 45% of the site is in open space areas consisting of lawns, landscaping and
unmaintained natural areas.

Area EstimatedAcres
Built/Impervious SourceSeattle Office of
Buildings/Structure Footprints 2.3 Housing, 2017
T
Surface Parking 11.2 rights of way.
Subtotal 185 2 Passive open space area
under existing conditions
Open Space includes natural wooded areas
Landscaped Area 5.9
Passive Open Spé&ce 9.6
Active Open Space 0
Subtotal 15.5
Total Area 33.9
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CHAPTER 1
Project Visiorand Site

T

b &0 Al SR Y

MIEEZE DERE
| <] NNEBLE |5
L vy ' 3
Safas Wt [ prer
"~ T
L-. o
9 I

o (20
o \

A -

AL ) N

4".', O | | \
/r;"‘ J L of H AN -

/
//," o s D Wk,
’/" S W 1 1\ o

- Vs i W\

\‘ x h . —
Yeav e A
E s & 2 S

“\4 A LF: \ |
\ \1-—1 < x ! B | = :
N\ . ® g-; lr‘ F
\ 5, S 1 ¢
1 } f y ]"’
— : i-; £t ] 2 f )
\ & s | 2 W
L 33| [T [L Dhyips
i‘ M = ; 1] B r - —L.
\.\ -L" BlE B
\ 313 |ETTP A § L {
' §5§ ;’ x | W
- ; £ h
IR
( f: A i Elf & =
'\ . ki !f ik E ‘
. { J ; - ! =
o‘] o j |
\'\‘ | g ?. ;l iy . m
—  Project Stie

Note: This figure is not to scale

Area Map of Vinicity (Fort Lawton Redevelopment Plan parcels are outlined in red)

DRAFChw¢ [!2¢hb w959+9[ hta9b¢5t[! b3 H



CHAPTER 1
Project Visiorand Site

Aerial Map (Google) of Vicinity
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