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Seattle Tax Advisory Group 
Meeting Minutes 

March 11, 2014, 9:00 AM-10:00 AM 
Seattle Municipal Tower Conference Room 4070 

 
 
Participants: 
 
Jeff Cahalan, Jamie Carnell, Sarai Childs, Joseph Cunha, Lilah Gael, Craig Goodrich, 
Damian Hunt, Glen Lee, Rachel Le Mieux, Ingrid Suydam. 
 
 
Updates: 
 
The Square Footage Tax is still on the table from last year’s recommendations from the 
group. There are a variety of other items which currently take priority with the Mayor and 
the Council. Glen Lee will follow up with the Seattle Tax Advisory Group and let them 
know if the Mayor cannot address the issue by summer. 
 
The FileLocal Project is actively in development.  The four largest modules are being built 
upfront, and tested throughout the process.  In addition to testing of account set ups and 
licensing, the connections from FileLocal to the cities is being tested as well.  All large 
module work should be completed by June/July, and system testing by businesses will 
take place late summer or early autumn.  May or June is targeted to set up focus groups.  
Jamie Carnell will follow up with the Seattle Tax Advisory Group and let them know 
when they are being set up, and possibly draft something for the group members to use 
to reach out to businesses for possible participation.  Leviathan, a security firm hired by 
the City of Seattle to perform security testing is currently testing FileLocal and the Seattle 
Tax Advisory group will get a summary of the testing results at the next meeting.  
Bremerton, Issaquah, Kent, and Lake Forest Park have expressed an interest in FileLocal. 
 
 
Discussion: 
 
The City of Seattle is in the process of reactivating several tax rules are and would like the 
Tax Advisory Group to provide inputs and recommendations prior to taking the rules 
through a more formal public process.  Joseph Cunha will get a draft of proposed rules to 
the Seattle Tax Advisory Board for feedback.   

 
Rachel Le Mieux brought up apportionment as a possible rule to work on with the Seattle Tax Advisory group The 
taxpayer community find the different apportionment rules with the Business and Occupation tax cities to be 
confusing. She asked if the apportionment methodology could be changed or if more education could be provided to 
businesses, as businesses don’t keep records to satisfy the way the Seattle rule is written.   
 
 
Next Steps: 
 
Develop the work plan.  It should include the Square Footage Tax, FileLocal, reactivation of rules, a continuing 
discussion on Apportionment, and what to take to the Association of Washington Cities.  Jamie Carnell will draft the 
workplan and get it to the Seattle Tax Advisory Group two weeks in advance of the next meeting. 
 
 
Next Meeting: 
 
June 12, 2014 


