






 

 
 
 

November 15, 2014 
 
 
 

Fred Podesta, Director 
Department of Finance and Administrative Services 
City of Seattle 
700 5th Avenue, 52nd Floor 
P.O. Box 94689 
Seattle, Washington, 98124-4689 

 
Dear Mr. Podesta: 
  
Chinese Information and Service Center (CISC) has been a strong supporter for InterIm CDA’s 
work in the Danny Woo Community Garden in improving the lives of low-income residents in the 
International District. This Garden is one of the few green spaces in the neighborhood, providing 
the community’s elderly the opportunity to garden, exercise, and maintain strong relationships 
with each other. The Children Garden also teaches a seed-to-plate curriculum to the teens and 
children who live in or near the community. 
 
The Department of Finance and Administrative Services’ (FAS) interest in transferring 
ownership of the property to InterIm with the conditions that InterIm CDA maintain and continue 
to utilize the space as an extension of the community garden will provide great benefits to the 
community. These benefits include: seating for the public and for elder gardeners; a beautiful 
green space in the ID which has very little outdoor opportunities for its residents; an area in 
which the DWCG will be able to maintain and increase programming for neighborhood children 
– for example, cooking, crafts, garden games; and lastly, an event space, such as its use at the 
recent harvest festival for cider pressing and live music. 
 
Additionally, InterIm CDA’s ownership of this land will increase the security of the Danny Woo 
Community Garden into the future, excludes this land from development, and retains the 
elevated food security of 70 elders living in the International District. 
 
We are writing to voice our support of InterIm CDA’s acquisition of land parcel 5247980-2025 
from the department of Finance and Administrative Services, which we believe will further 
enhance the programs at the garden. 
 
Sincerely, 
  

 
Dorothy Wong 
Executive Director 
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