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	City Light Review Panel Meeting

Meeting Minutes
	
“ATTACHMENT A”



Date of Meeting:  May 27, 2010
	MEETING ATTENDANCE

	Name
	
	Name
	
	Name
	

	Noel Treat
	(
	David Allen
	(
	Eugene Wasserman
	(

	Phil Leiber
	(
	Sylvester Cann IV
	(
	Sue Yuzer
	(

	Eric Campbell
	(
	Tom Lienesch
	(
	Councilmember

Bruce Harrell
	(

	Tony Kilduff
	(
	Matt Lyons
	(
	
	

	Dan Eder
	(
	Stan Price
	(
	Beth Goldberg
	(

	Michael Jerrett
	(
	Julie Ryan
	(
	Kim Kinney
	(

	Suzanne Hartman
	(
	Debbie Tarry
	(
	
	


Call To Order
Noel Treat, Chief of Staff for Seattle City Light welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.  He expressed his thanks to everyone for making time in their schedules to attend this meeting. 

Meeting Notes, Decisions, Issues
Noel introduced Councilmember Bruce Harrell who was in attendance to provide some opening remarks to the group.  Councilmember Harrell addressed the panel and briefed them on what he saw as the most important goals for the review panel.  He spoke on the following responsibilities:

-
looking to the review panel for input on components of the strategic plan and to be the alter ego on elements of the strategic plan

-
wants to ensure that the organizational dynamics are healthy

-
asked panel to advise Councilmember Harrell or the Utility if they need further information on any particular items

-
some of the focus will be looking at budget and rate setting, rate predictability, discussion about what to invest in for infrastructure

-
will leave it to the panel to discuss and appoint a Chairperson for their group

Councilmember Harrell closed his remarks by telling the panel that he cannot thank them enough for volunteering their valuable time and serving on the panel.

Beth Goldberg, Acting Budget Director, was in attendance to speak on behalf of Mayor Mike McGinn.  She spoke on how the panel will be very helpful in promoting the Mayor’s objectives of long-term sustainability, transparency, planning for the future, and aligning the long term strategic plan with a rate trajectory for the utility.  She expressed her thanks and the Mayor’s appreciation as they looked forward to the panel’s input during this process.  She advised that Ethan Raup is the lead for City Light from the Mayor’s Office.

The panel was asked how they felt about engaging a “Facilitator” for the group to keep us on task.  It was agreed that this was a good idea.  Tom Lienesch, Sylvester Cann, and Eugene Wasserman volunteered to interview the final candidates for the facilitator position.  Interviews will be set up in the next two weeks.

Steve Kern and Phil Leiber provided a “City Light 101 Overview” to the group.  This presentation gave the members some insight into the operations of Seattle City Light.  Noel Treat advised the panel to feel free to contact him should they need any 1:1 updates on any items they need further clarification on.
Eric Campbell walked the group through the “draft” table of contents to the Strategic Plan.  He gave an overview of the draft timeline for the key elements of the strategic plan.
The question came up about IRP and what it stands for?  IRP stands for Integrated Resource Plan. The IRP ensures that we meet our obligation to supply reliable electricity to customers at a reasonable cost, while factoring in key environmental and social considerations. Since most new resources require significant lead times to build, electric utilities must plan ahead to be sure that the required resources will be in place when needed. Because integrated electricity systems are complex and capital-intensive, IRPs are typically based on load forecasts and resource options that extend well into the future. Eugene Wasserman mentioned it would be nice to have a chart of variability of wholesale prices.
Suzanne Hartman walked the group through a Powerpoint presentation of some of City Light’s public outreach efforts.  She said that we are looking to the panel to help us define and get the public to engage in this process. Suzanne advised the panel that we welcome their input, their guidance, and to please let us know if there are any groups that they wish us to get information out to.
Action Items

-
Kim Kinney will set up interviews with the two final Facilitator candidates in the next 2 weeks.  

-
Julie Ryan asked about SCL Overview Slide 10 - Historical Operating Results.  She asked if we could do a SWOT analysis first to set the landscape?


-
Slide 15 of overview "Rate Stabilization Account" - Tony Kilduff said that we should put together an example sheet to show various scenarios for how the rate stabilization account works.


-
Tony Kilduff suggested that at some point in future, we should do a City Budget 101 briefing to the panel to familiarize them with how the city budget process works.

-
The panel did have questions on the audit findings and Noel Treat advised we are building those audit findings into our work plan.

-
Phil Leiber had updated the chart on Slide 19 (Existing Firm Resources chart) - the panel would like this updated chart to be emailed to them.

-
The panel would like to be sent the presentations from Eric Campbell and Suzanne Hartman. 

-
David Allen asked if SCL can convert their conservation efforts into renewable tradables – i.e. some sort of carbon credit?  

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m.
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