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AN ORDINANCE relating to the licensing of hotels
for a period terminating October 21, 1962; estab-
1ishing a board; prescribing penalties; and de-
claring an emergencye.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. It 1s hereby declaréd that a serious emerg-
ency exlsts in the City of Seattle by reason of the shortage of
housing accommodations, hotel, apartment hotel, rooming house
and lodging house accommodations, for reéidents, by reason of
which the public peace, health, safety and general welfare of
the residents are seriously menaced. bUnless the availability
of such accommodatipns is stabilized, disruptive practices and
abnormal conditions will produce serious threats to the publié
peace, health, safety and general welfare. It is hereby declared
to be the purpose énd public policy of the City of Seattle to pro-
tect its citizené and residents in their housing, health, sanita-
tion, morals, and good order during the period of time that the
Seattle World's Failr, Century 21 Exposition, presently scheduled
for April 21, 1962 through October 21, 1962, is in progress in
this city, and to protect and preserve the public peace, health,
safety'and general welfare; all provisions of this ordinance shall

be liberally construed for the accomplishment of these purposes.

Section 2. For the purpose of this ordinance the fol-

lowing words and phrases shall have the following meanings:

"Hotel" shall mean any inn, hotel, motel, motor hotel,
apartment building, apartment hotel, or any other struc-
ture, having four or more rental units, used for the

renting to or occupancy by transients, but not including
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medical facilities, charitable institutions, colieée or
" ‘school dormitory or any structure operated by any federal,

state, municipal or other governmental agency.

“"Operator" éhall mean any person, partnership, corpora-
tion, business organization, associlation, or any other
organized group of individuals or the legal successor
or representative or lessee Or assignee of any of the
foregoing which owns, or operates or manages as the

agent of the owner any hotel.

"Rental unit" shall mean a sleeping room or dwelling unit

maintained or offered for renting or leasing.

"pransient" shall mean any person not ordinarily a resi-
dent of the City of Seattle seeking to lease or rent or
leasing or renting a rental unit for a period of time less

than 30 days.

Section 3. It shall be unlawful for any operator to
operate a hotel between April 21, 1962 and October 21, 1962 with-
out first procuring a license under the provisions of this ordi-
nance. A license to operate a hotel shall be issued to an oper-

ator if any one of the following requirements are met:

(1) At least 90% of rental units of the hotel were
devoted to transient use during the period of April 21 through

October 21, 1961; or

(2) No larger proportion of the hotel's rental units

are to be licensed for transient use than the hotel devoted to
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transient use during any one month during the period of April 21

through October 21, 1961; or

1 (3) Any hotel that was not operating as a hotel,

apartment hotel or multiple dwelling of any kind for the en-
tire period of time between April 21 through October 21, 1961.

Any operator not entitled to a license under sub-

o sections 1, 2, or 3 of thié section or any operator desiring

to devote more of the hotel's space to transient use than per-
mitted by those subsections may be issued a license under section

4 of this ordinance.

Section 4. 1In specific cases the board may issue
special licenses aufhorizing specific variances from the require-
ments for the issuance of a license where, owing to special con-
ditions pertaining to a specific hotel, the literal interpreta-
tions and strict application of those requirements would cause
undue and unnecessary hardship. The board shall not issue a
speclal license unless at least one or more of the following ele-

ments are present:

(1) If the hotel for which the special license is
requestéd had vacancies of rental units in excess of the rental
units devoted to transient‘use, the board may authorize such hotel
to devote a specific number of additional units reflected by those
vacancies to transient use, provided, that such vacancies shall

not have occurred except by:

(a) Voluntary release by the .occupant not attributable

to notification or demand for an increase of rent of
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" over 15% during any time after 90 days prior to the

adoption of this ordinance;

(b) Eviction for waste, maintenance of a nuisance, or
"non-payment of rént, provided that such rent had not
been increased by more than 15% during any time after

90 days prior to the adoption of this ordinance,

(2) If the Board finds that substantial improvements
have been made by the operator converting the structure Permanent-
ly to a hotel, provided that such improvements have been made

Prior to the effective date of this ordinance,

(3) If the board finds exceptional or extraordinary
circumstances or conditions applying to the subject hotel that

do not apply generally to other hotels,

The board, in issuing a special license, may place such
conditions on the license and may specifically determine and limit
the amount of the variance in such manner as it shall deem desir-

able to assure adherence to the intent of this ordinance.
1

Section 5. 1In the event a license is issued under
Section 3, or a special license is issued under section 4, the

board shall specify the number of rental units which may be de-

voted to transient use during the term of the license.

Section 6, Any license issued hereunder may be révoked

by the board in any of the following events:

(1) If the operator violates any of the requirements

or conditions of any license issued hereunder;
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(2) If the operator files a false application or furnishes
false information. in connection with the application for the license-
issue'drhereunder; :

(3) If the operator violates any law relating to the
operation of the k;otel.

Section 7. There is created a temporary emergency
hotel licensing board, called the “board" which shall consist of four
members to be appointed by the zﬁayor, >one to ‘be an employee of the
city building department, one to be an employee of the fire department,
one to be an employee of the health department, and one to be an employee
of the comptroller's department, such membel.'s to serve at the pleasure
of the mayor., The member from the building department shall serve as
chairman of the board., The board shall have the power to direct the
issuance, denial or revpca‘cion of licenses for hotels under thé provisions
of this ordinance. The board may prescribe application forms and designate
the types of information to be submitted with each application. The board
may employ such persons as are reasonably necessary to carry out the
purposes of this ordinance, including employees from other departments
of the city, in accordance with the Charter and ordinance provisions of
the city.

Decisions of the board shall be final and subject to appeal
to the Superior Court of King County solely on the grounds that the action
of the board was arbitrary or capricious, such appeal to be by action
commenced within 30 days of the date of the issuance of the board décision.

The board may adopt rules and regulations for its

own government, not inconsistent with the provisions of this

http://www.seattle.gov/CityArchives/Exhibits/Century21/doclist.htm



Council ordinance #91079, establishing Emergency Hotel Licensing Board for duration of Fair, April 17,
1962. Folder 16, Box 7. Records of the Office of the Mayor, 5210-01. Seattle Municipal Archives.

Page 6

ordinance or of any other ordiﬁances of the City of Seattle.
Meefihgs of the board shall be at the call of the chairman
and at such other times as the board may determine. The act-
ions of the board shall be by resolution which may be adopted
by a favorable vote of at least two members of the board.

The board may issue a temporary license, effective
for’a period not to exceed two weeks, for the operation of a
hotel, under such conditions and limitations as the board may
prescribe, pending ﬁhe time of the board's final determination

_on the application. ‘

Each applicant for a license under the provisions of
this ordinance shall pay a fee of § ZQEL-: to the city treasurer
ahd the comptroller shall issue licenses at the direction of the
board.

In connection with its action on any application under
this ordinance the board may iSSue.subpdenas, require the attend-
ance of witnesses and the reproduction of documents, and admin-
ister oaths and affirmations to persons appearing before the
board.

As a condition precedent to the issuance of a license
under this ordinance the board shall require compliance and the
furnishing of proof of compliance by the applicant with all ex-
isting city and state laws pertaining to health, building, fire and

zoning provisions applicable to the type of use intended.

Section 8. Hotels licensed under the provisions of
this ordinance shall post in a conspizuous public place near the

inside of the main entrance of the hotel the license issued under
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the provisions of this ordinance. Hotels licensed under.the
provisions of this ordinance shall post and maintain the rates

for éégb rental unit on the inside of the door to the rental unit.

Section 9. Any person wilfully violating any of the
provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
meanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine
in a sum not exceeding $500.00 or by imprisonment in the city
jail for a period not exceeding 6 months or by both such fine
and imprisonment. Each day of a continuing violation shall con-

stitute a separate offense.

Section 10. The city may maintain an action for an
injunction or other process against any person to restrain or
prevent the operation or maintenance of a hotel without a license

under the provisions.of this ordinance.

Section 11. If any of the provisions of this ordinance or the
application thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid,
the remainder of the ordinance and the application of such provision .

to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby.

~ Section 12. The City Council hereby finds that an
emergency exists and that it is necessary for the immediate preser-
vétion of public peace, health, safety and welfare that this_ordi-
nance shall become effective without delay. The City Council finds
the following facts: An extreme housing shortage resulting in
the dislocation of a great number of Seattle residenéé}occurring

and about to occur because of operators seeking to rent the pre-

sent housing of these Seattle residents to transients during the
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perip_d of the Seattle World's Fair; this housing shortage and
resulting dislocation is placing serious hardship upon the resi-
dents of the city and is a danger to the public peace, health,
safety and welfare. This ordinance shall be of full force and

eff"ect immediately upon approval by the mayor.

SectiorL......m.,Z.g...W...... By reason of the facts set forth in this ordinance an emergency
is declared to exist; therefore, this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and
after its approval, if approved by the Mayor; if not so approved it shall take effect and
become a law at the time ar;d in the manner provided for non-emergency ordinances

under the provisions of the city charter.
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: Deputy Clerk.
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