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The World Trade Organization’s
Threat to the Environment

The WTO's Anti-Environmental Track Record
Evary anvironmantal and public health measure challenged at the WTO has been found o vickste the WTOD
agreaments and not fo satisty the terms of the axcepticns:
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gasciing requiramets viokatior Agreaments. an this
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higher concentrations of certain pollustants into the United Siafes,

R AWTD disputa panel found a Europsan Unien ("ELR) ban on hofmone-traated baef to violate the WTO
Agrearmants because the EU had not dafinitively demonstrated thal the beel would cause hanm 1o
consurmens. Whils the EL argued that it had the right to protect ils citizens agains! uncertain risks from the
hormones, tha panel concluded that the WTO rules require proof of such harm belone trade can be

& AWTO panal found WTO wiolations in a provision of the LS. Endangered Species At prohibiting imports
of shrimp from countries thal do not requine turtls excluder devices in shrimp fishing. Al the countries
Imveived acknowledged the sea furtles ane endangered, that it is a legitimate goal 1o protect the artles, and
that turtle socluder devices are effective and inexpansive.  Monotheless, the Linked States could not
prohibit imports of shrimp from countries that did not requine furtle exciuder devices uniess the other
countries agreed 10 such a requirement. Moreover, 1he Uinited States had to allow aach courdry an
opporfunity fo prove that its fishing practices did not causs excesshve harm 1o sea furtles.

http://www.seattle.gov/CityArchives/Exhibits/WTO/doclist.htm
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The WTO Reaches State and Local laws .
While the fedaral government negofiaies trade agresments and represents the UnBed Slates in
dispute seftiormant procaedings, the reach of the agreements & not imited (o ledersl aw. Once the
United Statas anters imo a trade agreament, | has bound the 50 stales and local governmants and
subjected their ws io frads chalangea.

and Lack of Public Participation in WTO Disputes

Tho WTO ha & 1t 6 oie punalls v et hs e n racs matiers and who genarnly

nmmm Few have any trainiag or sxpenence in health or snvirsnmantal disciplines.
Oy WTD counfries have a right 1o submit brisfs and atiend the panal procesdings. Tha public is

entiraly shift oul of the procass.
The WTO's Potent Remedy: Trade Sanctions = .

it @ dispute panel finds a lew i be in violalien Of the WTO rules. i recommends that the ww be
changsd Ganerally, countriss abics by this o Hiwervar, do not, tha WTQ can, &
and generally doas, authorize imposition sanciions agains! the country. This has
proven to be & potent devics for forcing & in the undertying law. The Unied States recantly
impossd auch trada sanctions against Uinkon in axcess of 3120 millon becauss the EU
has not repealed s ban on imports of ‘bl Often the mers threat of & challengs
suocesds in demaling passage:of an evionmental lew of wealkening its domestic Impssmentation.
The Seattie Ministerial

A WTD Ministarial will b2 hadd In Movemirar 30 through December 3, 1889,
to decide whether 1o mmuwnmmm

Review and Repair

Mo wonder thers ks growing concern among © arourd

opposed 1o & negatisting round, ummmnwmmmmmum
Wit you can do (o heip:
ﬂhlimmml-,rhmmmm-ﬂi community. Thiats will be &

mmuunmwmm‘w much more. To find out how

+ Puople for Fair Trade - ammmmmrhm.

Look for more information about the week of the Ministerial, including a calendar of
. events and hosting possbilithes, at www.seatthewto.org.
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Agricutture and Trade Policy - www.ialp.org

http://www.seattle.gov/CityArchives/Exhibits/WTO/doclist.htm



