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SEATTLE ARTS COMMISSION 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes 
Monthly Meeting 
Tuesday, June 14, 2016 
TK Lofts, Vandenbrink Community Room

Commissioners present: Juan Alonso-Rodriguez, Jeff Benesi, Cassie Chinn, Jonathan Cunningham, Priya Frank, Steve Galatro, Ashraf Hasham, Vivian Phillips (chair), Tracy Rector, and Sharon Williams
Commissioners absent: Billy O’Neill, Kelly Rodriguez, Gian-Carlo Scandiuzzi 
Staff present: Payton Bordley, Jenny Crooks, Randy Engstrom, Kristi Woo
Guests present: Julie Smith, Simon Tran, Nick Welch, 4Culture Board of Directors

Call to Order: 
Vivian Phillips called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. 

Approval of the May minutes
Jeff moved to approve the May minutes. Priya seconded. All present approved. 

Public Comment
Seattle Fashion week will be October 13-19, and the organization is seeking support from the Office in using King Street Station as the space for this year’s event.

Work Readiness Arts Program (WRAP): Jenny Crooks 
Jenny Crooks presented the proposed recipients of the 2016-2017 WRAP awards: A Personal Point of View, El Centro de la Raza, Faces of Expression, School of Acrobatics & New Circus Arts, Unified Outreach, and YMCA of Greater Seattle. Reel Grrls was selected as an alternate pending they can move their project to Central. Kristi Woo will be managing the Youth Arts and WRAP programs going forward.  

Motion: Juan moved to approve the 2016 selection for the Work Readiness Arts program. Tracy seconded. All present approved.

HALA Presentation: Nick Welsch
Nick Welsh presented the history and development of the Housing Affordability and Livability Agenda. HALA is a 28-member advisory committee which began in November of 2014 – the Mayor’s Affordable Housing Action Plan was released on July 13, 2015. HALA aims to provide 50,000 housing units over the next ten years to increase housing choices in Seattle. Mandatory Housing Affordability (MHA) is a new program which will create affordable housing. HALA is seeking community input on the MHA zoning changes – what should guide the capacity changes, and what should HALA be thinking about when planning for growth?
Cultural Access Washington (CAWA): Discussion
If CAWA passes in November (voters must approve a .1% Sales Tax to support access to cultural, scientific, and heritage organizations in the County), 4Culture will be the Authority granting the funds in King County. Therefore, 4Culture seeks involvement from the SAC in the drafting of CAWA’s guidelines, vision and process. SAC was invited to join the 4Culture Board of Directors and its advisory committees to a working session on June 30th from 2-4pm at Washington Hall. The group will divide into four sub-committees:  
1. Eligibility 
2. Public School Cultural Access Program 
3. Regional Organizations 
4. Community-based Organizations 
5. Initiatives 
After June 30th, each of the five groups will meet two more times, then reconvene to draft the plan which CAWA will adopt and present to the County Council. These guidelines in the plan will be shaped by input from the June 30th and subsequent sessions. 
SAC recommendations: 
· Set aside funds for technical assistance to aid organizations in need of grant-writing support.
· Compliance policies should be written into the funding guidelines for regional organizations. 
· For the Access Program, consider creative alternatives to bussing students to institutions. For example, that funding could bring the organizations to the schools.
· Limit application requirements for community organizations – potential for a three year funding cycle.
Updates: James Craft is the new Executive Director of CAWA, and Joshua Heim, Manuel Cawaling and Katie Oman are now on the Board of Directors. 

Adjournment: 6:01 p.m.
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