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Draft Minutes 
Monthly Meeting 
Tuesday, July 12, 2016 
City Hall, Room 370

Commissioners present: Juan Alonso-Rodriguez, Jeff Benesi, Cassie Chinn, Priya Frank, Steve Galatro, Ashraf Hasham, Terri Hiroshima (phone), Vivian Phillips (chair), Tracy Rector (phone), Kelly Rodriguez, and Sharon Williams
Commissioners absent: Jonathan Cunningham, Billy O’Neill, Gian-Carlo Scandiuzzi
Staff present: Payton Bordley, Randy Engstrom, Noah Lumbantobing
Guests present: Suryanka Kalra

Call to Order: 
Vivian Phillips called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. 

Approval of the June minutes
Juan moved to approve the June minutes. Jeff seconded. All present approved. 

Director’s Report
· The King Street Station construction phase has been moved to 2017. 
· Randy made a proposal to the Office of Planning and Community Development (OPCD) and the Budget Office to create a shared position between OPCD and ARTS. This position could focus on public art and affordable development to promote visibility of arts and culture in the HALA process. 
· The press release went out announcing the new nonprofit organization, LANGSTON. The founding board of directors includes: Inye Wokoma, Sheley Secrest, David Harmon, Jo-Anne Birnie Danzker, Randy Engstrom, Terri Hiroshima, Vivian Phillips, Andrew Russell, and Sharon N. Williams. Applications are currently open for a Program Manager, and there will be a national search for LANGSTON’s first Executive Director. 
· A year and a half ago, the Arts Education committee joined forces with the Music Commission to form the Youth + Community committee. Randy would like to deepen the intentionality of this committee by aligning the committee’s work with the Families and Education Levy, the Youth Employment Initiative, and the Creative Advantage; and expanding the City of Music Internship program in addition to the City of Music Career Day. The Youth + Community committee is chaired by Lara Davis (ARTS) and Mikhael Williams (OFM). 
· Lisa Herbold has appointed Dawn Chirwa and Susan Surface to serve on the Seattle Arts Commission. Ashraf Hasham will be cycling off the Commission in September, but will remain on the Youth + Community committee. 


King Street Station Outreach Update
The second public meeting will be on August 10th from 5:00-7:00pm in King Street Station. At that meeting, Shaun Scott will present a one pager on what the office has learned so far from the community outreach sessions, and what the major themes have been. So far, people have expressed interest in engaging a generative space for artists in addition to a presentation space. There will be a third public meeting in October. The scheduled groups for September are: arts funders and service organizations, youth arts (education), performing arts, arts leaders, commercial galleries, and Chinatown/ID stakeholders. Commissioners are encouraged to attend one of the community focus groups. 
Mayor’s Arts Awards
The panel has reviewed and selected three finalists in each of this year’s four categories: Cultural Ambassador, Arts & Innovation, Philanthropy Award, and Legacy Award. A press release will go out in two weeks announcing the finalists. Winners in each category will be announced by the Mayor at the ceremony on Friday, September 2nd. 
Cultural Access Washington (CAWA): Report Back
On June 30th, there was a joint working session attended by the 4Culture Board of Directors and subcommittees, SAC and subcommittees, and others to discuss the CAWA legislation in the following categories: initiatives, eligibility, education program, community organizations, and regional organizations. At least one commissioner was present in four of those five groups, and reported back on the conversations: 
· Initiatives – the group agreed on a set of values: 
· Local focus
· Marketing opportunities
· Support the purchase and leasing of space
· Individual artist support
· Equity
· Capacity building for small arts orgs 
· Reach who is missing at the table
· Education – the group talked about access to the communities the bill is targeting, looked at where that 10% of funding (in addition to the 20% of regional organizations’ funding) will be going, and discussed the possibility of bringing arts and cultural experiences to schools rather than bussing students to arts, cultural and scientific organizations. 
· Regional organizations – the conversation centered around how to address inequity. The group discussed funds for technological support for smaller regional orgs who cannot afford to count attendance, and also discussed the definition of public benefit and how it can be measured and demonstrated.
· Eligibility – the group discussed what it means to qualify as a nonprofit, and whether re-granting is an option. At the next meeting, the group will work to define eligible revenue, what counts as revenue, and how to measure engagement and attendance. 
Community Development and Outreach Committee
Commissioners have expressed that they would like to see the CDO reinstated. Priya Frank volunteered to serve as the chair of the committee, and Sharon Williams will host the meetings at the Langston Hughes Performing Arts Institute. The CDO will now serve as a focus group for CAWA related issues, and will generate the list of artists who will present at SAC meetings. 
August Barbecue
Instead of an August meeting, there will be a commission barbecue. More details to be announced. 
Announcements
· The Teen Summer Musical, My Brother’s Keeper, will run from August 25th-August 28th. Show times are listed under “2016 Programs & Events” on the LANGSTON website. 
· Teen Tix is hiring an Executive Director: teentix.org/jobs. Applications close on Friday, July 15th. 
· The Hansberry Project’s Black Woman Wisdom series is running from July 12-18th. There will be readings each night at 7:30 pm at the UW Floyd and Delores Jones Playhouse.
Adjournment: 6:01 p.m.
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