
OVERVIEW:
PUBLIC ART

Paul Horiuchi, Seattle Mural, 1962



“ The City accepts a responsibi l ity 
for expanding public experience
with visual art.   Such art has 
enabled people in al l  societies 
better to understand their 
communities and individual l ives. 
Artists capable of creating art for 
public places must be encouraged 
and Seattle’s standing as a 
regional leader in public art 
enhanced. A policy is  therefore 
established to direct the inclusion 
of works of art in public works of 
the City.” 

(SMC 20.32.010)

1% FOR ART ORDINANCE

Michael Heizer, Adjacent Against Upon, Myrtle Edwards Park, 1976



GOALS

Work collaboratively to integrate 
artworks and the ideas of artists 
into the public realm to:
• Create a sense of place and 

community
• Ameliorate the public’s  

experience of the public realm
• Enhance built  environment and 

increase l ivabil ity of  the city
Collaborators include:
Artists
City partners (CIP departments)
Community
Seattle Arts Commission and 
Public Art Advisory Committee

Jen Dixon, Playland, Linden Avenue N, 2013



JUST THE FACTS

• 1% of el igible capital  
construction funds are al located 
for  the inclusion of art .

• Taxpayer departments
• Dept. of Finance and Administrative 

Services
• Seattle Center
• Seattle Parks and Recreation
• Seattle Department of Transportation

• Rate-payer departments
• Seattle City Light
• Seattle Public Util ities

• Col lection includes:
• ~ 4 0 0  p e r ma n e nt l y  s i te d  a r twor ks
• ~ 3 0 0 0  p or ta b l e  a r twor ks

• Oversight through the Public  Art  
Advisory Committee

• We commission artworks (not  a 
granting program)

Ann Hamilton, LEW Wood Floor, Seattle Central Library, 2004



• M u n i c i p a l  A r t  P l a n  o u t l i n e s  f u n d i n g  
a l l o c a t i o n  f o r  p ro j e c t ,  a p p ro ve d  b y  t h e  
S e a t t l e  A r t s  C o m m i s s i o n

• P ro j e c t  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h  d e p a r t m e n t  
p ro v i d i n g  1 %  f o r  A r t  f u n d i n g ,  o f t e n  i n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  c o m m u n i t y  i n t e re s t s

• A r t w o r k  p l a c e m e n t  o f t e n  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  
c i t y  i n t e re st s ,  s u c h  a s  e q u i t a b l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y

• P ro j e c t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u rs  w i t h  P u b l i c  A r t  
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  i n p u t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  c a l l  f o r  a r t i s t s

• A r t i s t  s e l e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  p e e r  p a n e l i s t s ,  
a d v i s e rs  f ro m  c a p i t a l  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  s t a ke h o l d e rs

• PA A C  r e v i e w s  b o t h  s e l e c t i o n s  a n d  p ro j e c t  
d e v e l o p m e n t

• C o l l a b o rat i v e  n a t u re  
W i t h  O f f i c e  o f  A r t s  &  C u l t u re  S t a f f
W i t h  c a p i t a l  d e p a r t m e n t s
W i t h  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  n e i g h b o r h o o d  
g ro u p s
W i t h  p r i vat e  e n t i t i e s  a n d  
o r ga n i za t i o n s

Lillienthal and Zamora, Passage, 2014 

PROCESS



• PORTABLE WORKS
• PERMANENT

• Site-integrated
• Site-specific

• RESIDENCIES
• TEMPORARY and ACTIVATION

• Installations
• Performance
• Educational

• GALLERIES
• CONSERVATION and 

STEWARDSHIP
• OUTREACH
• TRAINING

WHAT WE DO: OVERVIEW

Carol dePelecyn, Memento and Long in the Tooth, 2013

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Stewardship includes accepting gifts on occasion



Artwork to Honor Coast Salish Culture at Salmon Bay Pump Station

Marvin Oliver, A Salish Welcome, 2010



Project Background



Art  Master  Plan  Framework

  Vision  for  Public  Art:  What  art  Can  Do  Here


  Create  meaningful,  inspiring,  thought-­‐provoking  art  experiences  in  the  public  realm


  Increase  public  awareness  of  the  func=on  of  water  quality  projects  and  infrastructure

  Engage  in  the  crea=on  of  a  diverse,  equitable  community


  Make  an  invisible  system  more  visible


  Connect  people  to  the  flow  of  water  in  city  and  home,  and  their  own  place  in  their  
local  ecology


  Be  at  the  forefront  of  public  art  prac=ce

  Ask  big  ques=ons  and  delve  deeply  into  issues  of  how  humans,  water  and  many  things  
in  between  relate  to  each  other







Art  Master  Plan  Framework




Water  infrastructure,  the  urban  form  and  Sea7le  Public  U=li=es’  
work  present  an  inspiring  context  within  which  ar=sts  can  work.  
The  vision  of  what  art  can  and  should  do  in  this  context  is  
closely  =ed  to  what  can  mo+vate  ar+sts.  



In  this  sense,  the  vision  for  public  art  arises  from  the  context,  
materials,  communi=es  and  issues  that  are  present.    Where  
SPU’s  vision  and  goals  for  public  art  meet  ar=sts’  own  
inspira=ons  and  mo=va=ons,  great  work  can  unfold.    




Art  Master  Plan  Framework



Raw  Materials  

mo=va=on  and  inspira=on  for  public  art-­‐  both  conceptual  and  physical



Connec=ng  to  Water


Mythologies  and  narra=ves  of  water


Water  as  force  not  just  ma7er


What  is  the  subjec=vity  of  water?


Water  as  restora=ve/we  restore  water



Habitat  and  Inhabitants  (humans  and  others)


The  built  environment-­‐  what  it  does,  who  builds  it,  how  we  maintain  it,  what  we  do  in  it


Our  own  homes,  how  we  care  for  them  and  inhabit  them,  how  they  connect  to  the  system


Mul=-­‐species  worlds:  microorganisms,  salmon,  plants,  beavers,  humans…


Who  lives  here,  who  has  lived  here,  who  will  live  here  in  the  future-­‐  many  cultures  
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TEPS - Neighborhood Context:
Vehicular|Bicycle|Pedestrian Infrastructure
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TEPS - Neighborhood Context:
Projects Under Construction|Planned
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Access & Security
• Vehicular Circulation
• Fencing – 8’ Height
• Gate
• Crime Prevention Through Environmental 

Design
• Cameras will be provided
• Lighting will be considered

TEPS - Site Access, Security, & CPTED

Fence
Gate 
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Vehicular Circulation:

Fire Truck

Heavy 
Service Unit

40-ft Cab 
& Trailer

Fence
Gate 

Fence
Gate 
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TEPS - Architectural Elements:
Concept & Neighboring Buildings
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Architectural Concept:
Marine Industrial/Historic Ballard

• Industrial to the North and South
• Site is at transition to revitalized Old Ballard Ave
• Utilitarian 
• Concrete structure with masonry infill
• Modernized /updated masonry and glass
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TEPS - Architectural Elements:
Pump Station Aerial View
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West Elevation

South Elevation
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North Elevation

East Elevation
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TEPS - Landscape Elements:
Concept, Plan & Program Goals
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Landscape Concept & Program Goals:
• Low maintenance planting
• Low planting for visibility into site from adjacent 

rights-of-way (CPTED principles)
• Replace trees removed 2:1 on-site and nearby
• Screen building and pavement from planned 

development to the north to the extent feasible
• Incorporate planned public art into landscape 

(as needed)



Shilshole Then/Now



Shilshole: Indigenous Dispossession

Home of Hwelchteed and Cheethlooleetsa (1905) Hwelchteed eviction (1913?)




