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Artist Designed Infrastructure: 
Bioretention Edition
Information Session
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Agenda
•Welcome & Introductions 
•Program Overview
•Project Background
•Review Project Guidelines
•How to apply
•Questions
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Public Art Program Overview
• Percent‐for‐art program, est. 1973
• 1% of eligible capital improvement dollars 
set aside for public art
• Provide public art opportunities in parks, 
libraries, community centers, on roadways, 
bridges and other public venues
• Opportunities include commissions, 
purchases, and installation of artworks

Gyre, John Grade (SPU 1% for Art Project)
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Public Art Master Plan 

Blueprint for 
combining the 
engineering mindset of 
solving problems and 
an artistic mindset of 
asking questions, 
revealing complex 
meanings, and 
creating experiences.
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Community Engagement Focus
Placemaking/Placekeeping Focus

Artist Designed 
Infrastructure: 
Bioretention Edition
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Roadside 
Bioretention Facility 
Examples
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Thornton Creek Natural Drainage System
•Prototype for kit of projects (Phase I)
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Calling all artists that….
• live in Washington State
•work collaboratively with design teams, community 
groups, & stakeholders
• can work with a client (SPU) to create designs in strict 
parameters
•have a flexible & collaborative attitude
•have experience developing construction documents & 
specifications
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The Kit of Part includes (but not limited to)... 
• Inlay elements, patterns/lettering
• Edging
• Signage
• Stepping‐stones and/or  benches 
• Drainage infrastructure (grating, 
diverters, channels) 

• Small‐scale 3‐D objects/sculptures

• Design plans and specifications for 
each artistic element

• Installation method
• Engineered stamped drawings if 
necessary 

• Approximate cost of fabrication for 
each artistic element

• List of local fabricators with 
specializations indicated
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Kit of Parts Phases
Phase 1: Prototype
•Design & develop artistic elements to a specific SPU project 
• Fabricate & install artistic elements to identified SPU project

Phase 2: full “Kit of Parts” Catalog 
•Design & develop complete catalog of artistic elements
• SPU will utilize the catalog to engage community members 
for incorporation in future bioretention projects
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Examples & Inspiration
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How do I apply?
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https://www.callforentry.org
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Application Tips
• Use Mozilla Firefox as your browser
• Don’t wait until the lastminute to 
apply 

• The image identification list allows 
you to add more context to the 
images you submit beyond materials, 
measurements and amount. 

• Have another set of eyes look over 
your application materials

• Preview your submission before 
hitting the submit button 

• The application text boxes only 
accept plain text. If the preview of 
your materials looks jumbled copy 
and paste your text into notepad
then re‐paste it into the application. 
(notepad is a program that removes the 
underlying code that can hang on when text 
is copied from word)

• Take advantage of the Café help page
• Google search is a great resource for 
technical questions
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Selection Process
• The selection process will include a review by a peer 
panel and advisors who will review all interested 
applicants’ proposals and materials. 
• The panel will recommend one artist to the Public Art 
Advisory Committee.
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Timeline
December 9th (10:59p.m.) Deadline to Apply

January 2020 Artist Selection Panel

January 2020 Public Art Advisory Committee

February 2020  Notifications to Applicants

Winter 2020 Phase I: Prototyping



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page Number11/25/2019 ARTS 22

Questions?


