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housing element

H28

H29

Encourage the development of housing in
ways that protect the natural environment,
including environmentally critical areas,
and that promote energy conservation.

Encourage the adaptive reuse of existing
buildings for residential use. Recognize the
challenges faced in reusing older build-
ings and consider, when revising technical
codes, ways to make adaptive reuse more
economically feasible.

Seek opportunities to combine housing
preservation and development efforts with
historic preservation by either preserving
residential structures of historic value or
rehabilitating and reusing vacant landmark
structures and vacant structures in land-
mark and/or special review districts for
housing. Consider landmark preservation
as a factor in evaluating low-income hous-
ing project proposals for funding.

Encourage the replacement of occupied
housing that is demolished or converted to
non-residential use.

Encouraging Housing

Affordable to

Low-Income Households

H30

January | 2005 (2008)

- policies

Address the city’s share of affordable hous-
ing needs resulting from expected county-
wide household growth, consistent with the
countywide affordable housing policies, by
planning for:

a. at least 20 percent of expected
housing growth to be affordable to
households earning up to 50 percent
of median income (estimated 9,400
affordable units).

H31
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H33

b. at least 17 percent of expected housing
growth to be affordable to households
earning between 51 percent and 80
percent of median income (estimated
7,990 affordable units).

c. At least 27 percent of expected hous-
ing growth to be affordable to house-
holds earning between 81 percent and
120 percent of median income (esti-
mated 12,690 units).

Both new housing and existing housing that
is acquired, rehabilitated or preserved for
long-term low-income and affordable oc-
cupancy count toward meeting this policy.

Promote the continued production and
preservation of low-income housing
through incentive zoning mechanisms,
which include density and height bonuses
and the transfer of development rights.
Consider expanding the use of incentive
zoning for affordable housing in neighbor-
hoods outside downtown, particularly in
urban centers.

Encourage the preservation of existing
low-income housing by: using housing
programs and funds to preserve existing
housing that is susceptible to redevelop-
ment or gentrification; encouraging acquisi-
tion of housing by nonprofit organizations,
land trusts or tenants, thereby protecting
housing from upward pressure on prices
and rents; inspecting renter-occupied hous-
ing for compliance with the Seattle Housing
and Building Maintenance Code; and mak-
ing available funds for emergency, code-
related repair.

Give special consideration to actions that
can help maintain the affordability of hous-
ing occupied by artists in areas that are
recognized as established artist communi-
ties, such as Pioneer Square.
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H34 Encourage affordable housing citywide.

a. Plan for at least one-quarter of the

Publicly Subsidized
Low-Income Housing

housing stock in the city to be afford-

able to households with incomes up . .
- policies

to 50 percent of the area median
income, regardless of whether this
housing is publicly assisted or available
in the private market.

H35

b. Encourage the use of public subsidy
funds for the production or preserva-
tion of low-income housing in urban
centers and urban villages.

c. Encourage the production of hous-
ing affordable to households of all
incomes, with particular emphasis on
households with incomes up to 50
percent of the area median income
in centers and villages with high land
values and/or relatively little existing
rental housing affordable to households
in that income range.

H36

d. Encourage all neighborhoods and
urban villages to participate in the
City's commitment to affordable
housing, whether through neighbor-
hood planning, station area planning,
or other local planning and
development activities.

Strive to make some resources available

to all household types (such as families
and single-person households) in need of
affordable housing options through the mix
of housing programs in the city; however,
emphasize assisting households most in
need due to very low-incomes or to special
needs that the housing market is unable to
serve. Direct affordable housing funds ad-
ministered by the City to serve households
with incomes up to 80 percent of the area
median income, consistent with local, state
and federal law and program requirements.

Promote a broader geographical distribu-
tion of subsidized rental housing by gen-
erally funding projects in areas with less
subsidized rental housing and generally
restricting funding for projects in neighbor-
hoods outside of downtown where there
are high concentrations of subsidized
rental housing.

a. The specific rules implementing this
policy and the conditions for allowing
exceptions for particular projects are
established by the City Council in the
HUD Consolidated Plan and other City
policies. The HUD Consolidated Plan
may also include additional geographic-
specific restrictions on, or exceptions
for, subsidized rental housing in order
to further housing goals as defined in
this Comprehensive Plan or
neighborhood plan.

b. Encourage developers of projects fund-
ed with resources not administered by
the City of Seattle and the providers
of those resources to follow the City’s
policies for the geographic distribution
of subsidized rental housing.
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