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July 22, 2014 
 
Honorable Tim Burgess 
President 
Seattle City Council 
City Hall, 2nd Floor 
 
Dear Council President Burgess: 
 
I am pleased to transmit the attached proposed Council Bill that would amend the Land Use Code to 
establish permanent minimum density requirements for new development in parts of the city 
designated for growth in our Comprehensive Plan.  The proposal will help us fulfill our goals for 
neighborhoods where people can live and have ready access to a wide range of goods and services. 
 
In 2013, City Council adopted interim controls (Ordinance 124270).  We are forwarding this 
proposal for permanent regulations.  The proposal is consistent with the Council’s goal to encourage 
new development to maximize the development capacity of sites.  At the same time, the proposal 
includes flexibility so that property owners may continue to add to and invest in existing structures.   
Over the years, neighborhood groups have reacted negatively to small scale development proposals 
that are inconsistent with the urban character planned for their neighborhoods.  This issue has 
generated interest in this legislation.  Three recent proposals for new single story drug stores in 
Wallingford, Uptown and West Seattle prompted renewed complaints.    
 
I am directing the Department of Planning and Development (DPD) to continue to monitor areas 
where the minimum densities would apply to help ensure that the regulations achieve the desired 
outcome.  Please join me in supporting this legislation so that we can continue to encourage the type 
of development called for in neighborhood plans and that fulfills the City’s Comprehensive Plan 
goals.  Should you have questions, please contact Aly Pennucci in the Department of Planning and 
Development at 386-9132. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Edward B. Murray 
Mayor of Seattle 
 
cc:  Honorable Members of the Seattle City Council 


