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“Rescue” Concept by Kay Kirkpatrick, Artist

The piece is conceived as a freestanding “Ladder” or “Stretcher” type structure on the northeast corner of the station lot, replacing a typical rain awning structure 
located there by the architects.

The ladder symbolizes the rescue function of the fi re fi ghters, whether from fi re or from medical or other emergency. The piece rises at an angle, activating the front 
of the building and referencing the strong diagonals of the “Boomerang” period of architecture during the 1940-50’s, which was the formative period for the Crown 
Hill neighborhood seen today. A mile south the Ballard neighborhood has been fi ghting to retain a Denny’s Restaurant of the same era as a “historic landmark.”

While structural, the work retains its function as a rain shelter, capturing rainwater via a glass awning component and channeling it off into the adjacent green 
landscaping. The glass will be a tinted blue color, possibly etched to reference water.

The ladder shape rises up from a fl ame shape concrete bench surfaced with glass mosaic tiles, also reminiscent of the 1950’s architectural style and referencing 
the many mosaic projects the community has done in the neighborhood over the years.

Floating over the station at the top of the ladder is the adversary of the fi refi ghter, the fl ame. The ladder pierces the fl ame, controlling it. The fl ame will be construct-
ed of sheet aluminum, brightly painted, with a neon tube element that will light up at night, mimicking the commercial signage on 15th Avenue, the adjacent truck 
route. 

The piece strives to echo the multiple levels of experiencing the site and neighborhood, from the sign-like nature of the drive by, to the intimate detail of sitting on 
the bench on a sunny morning, or the glimpse of the structure offered from the sidewalk or various points inside the station offi ce, workout area and equipment 
bay.
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