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locationThe connection between Lake Union 

and Elliott Bay has deep historical roots. 

A Duwamish village located at the south 

end of Lake Union was once connected 

via a westward trail through a meadow 

to Elliott Bay, where Native Americans 

maintained fishing encampments.  

Citizens, neighborhood groups, and 

city planners have long dreamt of 

reconnecting Lake Union, Seattle 

Center, and Elliott Bay. Plans for an 

“Entertainment Crescent” linking 

these areas with Pioneer Square were 

developed but never implemented. 

In 1999, the original concept was 

developed as a partnership with SDOT 

(through its Neighborhood Street Fund), 

the City (through the former City Design 

office), and Seattle Center. The goal was 

to link Elliott Bay and Lake Union. 

A group of stakeholders came together 

in 2008 to champion the Lake to Bay 

Loop, resulting in the current on-the-

street wayfinding that identifies a 3.75-

mile figure eight pedestrian path.

In 2013, the Lake2Bay Coalition, a 

citizen/stakeholder group, formed to 

advocate for a comprehensive public 

space vision for the entire area between 

the north-end of the waterfront to 

South Lake Union. The Lake to Bay area, 

encompassing the Belltown, Uptown, 

Denny Triangle, and South Lake Union 

neighborhoods, includes some of our 

L a k e  t o  B a y 

regions’ most important and iconic 

public spaces—Seattle Center, Myrtle 

Edwards Park, the SAM Olympic 

Sculpture Park, Denny Park, and Lake 

Union Park.

In its reviews, the Design Commission 

made recommendations for the Lake 

to Bay plan, including:

Develop an 
implementation strategy 
that allows the trail to 
be built incrementally 
so that pieces can be 
done as opportunities 
arise (2001).

Because the future 
of the project is 
uncertain and depends 
on the Alaskan Way 
Viaduct alternatives, 
the Commission 
encourages the 
project team to 
identify temporary 
and inexpensive ways 
in which the public 
can understand the 
meaning and design 
intent of the trail (2002).
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Lake2Bay Coalition

The work of the Lake2Bay Coalition 

has taken the Lake to Bay Loop to 

its next iteration by reimagining the 

opportunity to create a city-defin-

ing connection between the north 

end of the waterfront to South Lake 

Union and focusing on the impor-

tance of improving the public realm 

throughout the Lake to Bay zone. 

A recently complete Opportunities 

map presents a new level of ambi-

tion and design standards for both 

the Lake to Bay connection and the 

web of streets in the area. Over the 

last year, the project has benefited 

from significant financial and human 

resources. There is a high level of 

ambition and a strong commitment 

to bring these ideas to fruition.



KIRKE PARK

Commission

SEATTLE PARKS AND RECREATION

With funding from the 2000 Pro Parks Levy, Seattle 

Parks and Recreation purchased a 0.8-acre residential 

property on 9th Avenue NW to develop a new 

neighborhood park. This project transformed a 

defunct “church” site into a vibrant neighborhood 

park. Located in the Ballard neighborhood, the 

100’x400’ site lies mid-block and is surrounded on 

three sides by single-family residences.  Originally 

home to a fringe church group, the compound sat 

vacant for years prior to acquisition by Parks, who 

immediately opened it up for public use. For almost 

two years the community made the park their own, 

adapting the remaining relics for play, events (movie 

night, holly sale) and work parties. They discovered 

a “Magic and Mystery” within the park, and Site 

Workshop was excited to maintain this feeling.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

The priorities for the development of 

the park were an outcome of three 

workshops with 40-80 participants 

each. From these workshops, a set 

of Guiding Principles emerged: 

• Maintain and enhance 
the “spirit of the place”

• Create playful spaces for all 
ages (multi-generational)

• Maintain and create new 
opportunities for gathering 
and neighborly interactions

• Integrate sustainability and 
stewardship into the design

• Provide visibility and 
permeability while buffering 
neighbors’ exposure
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OWNER
Seattle Department of Parks and 
Recreation

CONSULTANTS
Site Workshop
Landscape Architect

WR Consulting
Civil Engineering

AES Associates
Electrical Engineering

LOCATION
7028 9th Ave NW

CONSTRUCTION BUDGET
$495,000

COMPLETED
Summer 2012

COMMISSION REVIEWS
February 18, 2010

Commission

design 
excellence 
awards

Formerly known as the 9th Ave NW Park, the park 

was renamed Kirke Park to honor the Norwegian 

heritage of the neighborhood. Kirke, which means 

“church” in Norwegian, also references the Church 

of Seventh Elect in Spiritual Israel, which stood as a 

cultural institution of the neighborhood at the site for 

more than 90 years. The new park includes several 

“rooms” designed to reflect the site’s past as well as 

the neighborhood’s future, including:

• A community garden with edible plantings that 

continue the site’s history of producing food

• A secret garden tucked inside three relic walls 

to provide a quiet, introspective space

• A gathering plaza that acts as the “front porch” 

and connects to the open lawn, providing the 

structure for community events and informal 

play 

The park effectively mixes creative and physical play, 

exploration and discovery, and the beauty of the 

natural world.

Kirke Park was selected as a pilot project for the 

new Sustainable Sites Initiative (SITES) and is 

nearing completion of its certification. Like LEED for 

buildings, SITES provides comprehensive guidelines 

for environmentally responsible site development, 

focusing on soil health, water use, ecological benefits, 

materials, and maintenance resources.



UW WEST CAMPUS 
ALLEY VACATIONS
PUBLIC BENEFIT
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

In 2008, the University of Washington 

developed a comprehensive student 

housing master plan for the campus. 

Located at NE Campus Pkwy and Brook-

lyn Ave NE, Elm Hall and Alder Hall are 

two of the four student housing facili-

ties built as Phase 1 of this master plan. 

To fully develop the sites of Elm and Al-

der Halls, the University petitioned for 

two alley vacations from the City. The 

vacations allowed the proposed devel-

opment to strengthen the quality of the 

architecture along NE Campus Pkwy 

and create opportunities to enhance 

the public realm. 
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OWNER/CLIENT TEAM
University of Washington

Owner/Client 

Spectrum Development 
Services

Project Management 
Consulting 

Seneca Real Estate Group
Alley Vacation Permitting 

Consultant 

EA Engineering, Science and 
Technology

Environmental Consulting

DESIGN TEAM
Mahlum
Architect 

Gustafson Guthrie Nichol 
Landscape Architect 

SvR Design Company
Civil Engineer  

PHOTOGRAPHY
Benjamin Benschneider 

John Keatley
Paul Brown

LOCATION
Surrounding NE Campus Pkwy 

in West Campus

COMPLETED
Summer 2012

COMMISSION REVIEWS
October 15, 2009

January 7, 2010

Commission



APPROVED PUBLIC 
BENEFIT FEATURES

• Landscaped 
medians at NE 
Campus Pkwy

•  Elm Plaza/Terrace

• Voluntary setbacks

• Widened 
sidewalks

• Pervious paving 
to provide natural 
drainage 

• Canopies with 
integrated lighting

• Transit amenities 
including a 
custom bus 
shelter, benches, 
and lean rails

• A mid-block 
pedestrian 
pass-through

• Public courtyard
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SOUTH TRANSFER STATION

Commission

SEATTLE PUBLIC UTILITIES

OWNER
Seattle Public Utilities

DESIGN-BUILD TEAM
M.A. Mortenson Company
Design-Build Lead

URS Corporation
Design Lead

The Miller Hull Partnership
Architectural Design

Swift Co. LLC
Landscape Architecture

O’Brien & Company
LEED Consulting

WPA, Inc.
Facility Signage

ARTIST
Carol dePelecyn

LOCATION
130 South Kenyon Street

BUDGET
$51 million

COMPLETED
2013

COMMISSION REVIEWS
May 6, 2010
May 20, 2010
June 17, 2010

design 
excellence 
awards

One of two city-owned solid waste 

transfer stations in Seattle, South 

Transfer Station receives the ma-

jority of refuse and yard waste col-

lected by garbage trucks.  About 

half the businesses and residents 

who haul their own waste and 

recyclables to a facility bring it to 

the South Transfer Station. The 

facility consolidates waste into 

shipping containers for long-haul 

transport to the Columbia Ridge 

Landfill in Oregon. Yard waste is 

consolidated into shipping con-

tainers and delivered to a com-

posting facility.  Other recyclables 

are shipped to recycling proces-

sors.

The South Transfer Station re-

placed the South Recycling and 

Disposal Station, which was built 

in 1966 and had reached the end 

of its useful life.  Seattle needed a 

new transfer station to maintain 

reliable transfer of waste and re-

cyclables out of the city in a safe 

and environmentally sound man-

ner.  SPU also needed a new sta-

tion to manage the variety of 

waste received in a manner that 

would allow the City to divert 

more materials from disposal and 

increase the recycling rate.

Effi  cient layout for 
improved cycle 
time and queing
improved cycle
time and queing
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Carol dePelecyn has been artist-
in-residence at the South Transfer 
Station since 2008. She worked 
with the design team to integrate 
artwork into the site and the 
new facility’s building design. In 
response to the community’s 
love for the nearby South Park 
Bridge, and given her practice of 
reusing and repurposing salvaged 
industrial materials, dePelecyn 
decided to memorialize the 
original bridge with a large-scale 
multi-part sculpture that uses 
decking from the dismantled 
bridge. 

Three large sections of the original 
roadway grating of the South Park 
Bridge bascule were repurposed 
into a sculpture that mimics a 
stop-action view of a bridge leaf 
raising or lowering. Recycled 
road reflectors were integrated 
into the bridge decking as a play 
on light. They appear suspended 
in space within the overlapping 
bascule leafs.

The two interlocking elements 
from the center of the bridge span 
are installed vertically, much like 

a beacon or totem, adjacent to 
the bridge decking sculpture.

dePelecyn also designed a mural 
for the north and south walls 
of the main building. The mural 
consists of an artistic rendering 
of the Duwamish River both in its 
early natural course and in its re-
channeled course.

My artwork is a tribute to the people of South 
Park and their beloved old bridge. Although 
the South Park Bridge was their main artery 
to Seattle, it had to be removed because the 
bridge piers had been sinking slowly over time. 
Settling caused the teeth of each leaf to hit in 
the middle, instead of closing. As a result, the 
teeth had to be ground down periodically to 
enable the bascules to close to level. 

The old bridge reached a point where no 
more metal could be removed. Therefore, 
the expansion joint totem is called “Short in 
the Tooth.” The bridge decking installation is 
considered a keepsake of the old bridge and 
is called “Memento.”



BELL STREET PARK

Commission

SEATTLE PARKS AND RECREATION

Bell Street Park is a hybrid of park spirit and 
street functions. Four blocks between 1st and 5th 

Avenues are the first phase of a long-range vision for a green 

street corridor stretching from the Elliott Bay waterfront 

Client/Owner
Seattle Parks and Recreation

COnSultantS
SvR Design Company
Prime, landscape 
architecture and civil 
engineering

Hewitt
Landscape architecture and 
urban design

WSP
Electrical and lighting

ReadWagoner
Community involvement

agenCy PartnerS
Seattle Department of 
Transportation

Seattle Public Utilities

Department of Planning and 
Development

COmmunity 
OrganizatiOnS
Belltown Business 
Association 

Belltown Community Council

artiSt
Sheila Klein

lOCatiOn
Bell Street between 1st and 
5th Avenues

BuDget
$3 million

ComPleTeD
march 2014

COmmiSSiOn reviewS
January 18, 2010
August 18, 2011

RECLAIM Space for vehicular use was reduced to create 
more space for plants and people.

ELEVATE The roadway was lifted to the elevation of the 
sidewalk to form a shared surface from one building face to 
the other.

GRID Sawcut scoring was carried across the entire space to 
unify the corridor and provide a finer grain of detailing that 
claims the roadway as part of the street park. 

TWIST The grid was twisted to break down streetscape 
conventions of “along” and “across” and encourage more 
diverse movements. 

MEANDER Flows of pedestrians, bicycles, and vehicles were 
meandered to slow cars and create pockets for gathering in 
appropriate locations. 

GUIDE Shared spaces can be challenging for the visually 
impaired. Tactile pavers form ribbons of texture between 
planters to signal that one is leaving a pedestrian-only zone 
and entering a zone shared with vehicles. 

BLUR A zone of medium tone and texture radiates from the 
dark tactile ribbons to narrow the perceived width of the 
vehicular lane and form “eddies” for activation and gathering. 

GROW Bell Street Park has at least ten times as much planter 
area as similar streets in the urban core. The large planters, 
combined with structural soil under the pavement, allows for 
large trees and a “pollinator pathway” of diverse vegetation. 

Transparent model reveals the relationship between subsurface constraints 
and the flexible framework underlying the street park configuration. 

Pedestrians meander through the corridor.

2nd to 3rd Avenue periodically closed for community events and markets.

View west from 2nd Avenue and Bell Street. Bicycles and vehicles share the westbound through lane. Families enjoy games in the street during a community event.

Granite curbs were recycled as informal seating “perches.” Neighbors enjoy the social spaces and movable furnishings in the “eddies.” 

View east along 2nd Avenue.
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through Belltown to historic Denny Park. When rising land 

values made the acquisition of sufficient parkland in the 

vicinity difficult, community leaders and Seattle Parks 

and Recreation turned to the public right-of-way as an 

underutilized resource in meeting the open space needs of 

residents. The design and permitting process lasted from 

2009 to 2013. With a budget of approximately $3 million, 

construction began in 2013 and completed in March 2014. 

The project’s biggest challenge was safely adding park 

quality experiences—strolling and playing, gathering 

concept plan

the vision

and eating—while retaining vehicular access. Belltown 

deserved an outdoor living room, but this street park 

would also continue to serve cars, bikes, buses, and 

emergency vehicles. Three key decisions addressed 

these conflicting needs. The first was to turn one traffic 

lane and one parking lane to multifunctional park use. 

The second was to elevate the roadway to the sidewalk 

level to create a curbless and continuous surface. The 

third was to mix park and street elements into a wall-to-

wall tapestry of shared space that blurs the boundaries 

between pedestrian and vehicular areas. 



MADISON VALLEY STORMWATER 
pROJECT pHASE 2

Commission

SEATTLE PUBLIC UTILITIES

This project, the second part of a multi-phase drainage improvement effort, 
was built because the Madison Valley neighborhood had experienced 
major sewer backups and surface water flooding that affected many 
homes over a number of years. Phase 2 of the Madison Valley Stormwater 
Project included:
• A new 48-inch diameter stormwater pipeline between East John 

Street and Washington Park
• A partially below-ground 1.3-million gallon stormwater storage 

tank with an art wall
• A 0.9-million gallon above-ground stormwater holding area in 

Washington Park
Based on modeling results, stormwater storage would only be needed in 
the Washington Park above-ground holding area during storms equal to 
or greater than the size of the two largest storms in the 157-year record. 
After a major storm, stormwater will flow from the storage system to the 
combined sewer. 

OWNER
Seattle Public Utilities

CONSULTANTS
MWH Americas
RH2 Engineering
Nakano Associates
Davido Consulting Group
Aspect Consulting
EnviroIssues
Staheli Trenchless Consulting

AgENCy PARTNERS
Office of Arts & Culture

Department of Planning and 
Development

Seattle Department of Parks 
and Recreation

ARTiST
Adam Kuby

LOCATiON
Washington Park

BUDgET
$29.7 million

COmPLETED
September 2012

COmmiSSiON REviEWS
March 19, 2009
June 4, 2009
Septeber 3, 2009
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Madison Valley Stormwater Project Area

Phase 1  
Stormwater Storage  
July 2009 – December 2009

Stormwater 
pipeline 
alignment

E Thomas St  
improvements  
March 2012 – May 2012

E Harrison St 
improvements 
May 2012 – November 2012

Phase 2 NW Diversion  
& Stormwater Storage  
July 2010 – November 2012

Tank

N

pvc or hdpe plastic 
conduit box set into 
facade

1 inch opening to favor 
wrens and chickadees

Removable cast stone 
tree bark facade

All nests 4 inches deep 
but height and width 
vary

Stainless steel hinge

Facing stone

   
   

   
   

   
   

LANDSCAPE
Urban Forest | Our urban forests are critical green 
infrastructure.  They intercept rainwater and lessen 
the impacts from storm events; filter pollutants from 
air and water; absorb carbon dioxide, a greenhouse 
gas; and provide other environmental benefits.  Forest 
slopes impacted by this project were replanted with a 
diverse mixture of native trees and plants to restore 
the landscape and enhance habitat for native wildlife. For non-emergency concerns or questions, call Seattle Public Utilities Operations Response Center at 206-386-1800.  In an emergency, call 911.

PURPOSE
This facility was built to work with the Stormwater Storage Facility at 30th 
Ave E and E John St and street drainage improvements to help protect the 
Madison Valley neighborhood from stormwater flooding and sewer backups. 

ART
Art Wall | The exposed surface of the storage tank 
includes stone cladding, designed by artist Adam 
Kuby, that activates the wall with patterning, moss 
and embedded birdhouses for small birds such as 
wrens.

STORAGE TANK
Normally, stormwater is not held in the storage tank and flows through to 
the combined sewer pipe.  However, during heavy rains, stormwater is held 
temporarily in the tank until capacity is available in the combined sewer pipe.  
Up to 1.3 million gallons of stormwater can be collected in the tank.

1.3 million gallons

ABOVE-GROUND STORAGE AREA
In the rare event the tank fills up entirely, stormwater will flow into the 
above-ground storage area.  This area provides 0.9 million gallons of storage.  
Stormwater will flow from the storage area to the combined sewer system 
when capacity is available.

0.9 million gallonsCOLLECTION
When it rains, water is collected 
from surface streets into a 
48” diameter pipe that 
connects to the 
storage tank.

Madison Valley Stormwater Project 
NW Diversion & Washington Park Stormwater Storage   •   City Ordinance No. 122699

MADISON VALLEY STORMWATER PROJECT IN WASHINGTON PARK
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•	Children should be supervised at all times.

•	Avoid tripping over the caps located at the edges 
of the above-ground storage area and the metal 
cage in the raingarden.

•	Crews performing maintenance will remove any 
unauthorized objects left at the facility.

•	The public should not enter the above-ground 
storage area during rainstorms or in the rare 
event	it	appears	to	be	filling	with	water.

SAFETY

2 million 
gallons of 

stormwater 
storage = 

3 Olympic-size 
swimming pools!

Upper Lawn

Stone 
Façade on 
Tank

Overlook with 
Ornamental 
Railing Rain Garden 

& Drainage 
Grate

Sunken Lawn with 
Wooded Hillside

Metal Guardrail Concrete Pavers

artwork
Adam Kuby’s artwork, Hydro-Bio-Geo, animates the exposed façade of 

the 14-foot tall stormwater holding tank. Three pairs of downspouts and 

weep holes send water down the wall to a rain garden below. These wet 

zones become lush and green as they are colonized with moss and ferns.

In between, faux-bark façades lead to 29 cavity-nesting bird houses em-

bedded in the wall. As the landscape matures, the bird houses will be-

come more attractive nest sites. The piece is made of basalt, cast acrylic, 

and recycled plastic.

Together, runoff from above, chevron patterns in the stone, moss, ferns 

and cavity-nesting bird houses animate the façade of the 1.3-million gal-

lon stormwater tank. What would have been a simple stone wall is now 

a site for natural processes to emerge and become visible.

Hydro-Bio-Geo is a companion piece to multi-part artwork, Incrementally, 

located nearby at a detention facility. Kuby’s artworks are collaborations 

with the built and natural world that aim to foster a sense of connect-

edness in our increasingly fractured environment. Each project provides 

an opportunity to explore how human activity and natural systems can 

better coexist and how art can promote a deeper sense of place.



FIRE STATION 6

Commission

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

Fire Station 6 is located at the intersection of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Way South and South Jackson St., two significant 
streets in Seattle’s Central District neighborhood. Relocated 
from a beloved, but out-of-date, historic building three blocks 
west, the new station design provides up-to-date facilities, 
improves firefighter response time, and creates safer vehicle 
circulation while establishing a strong civic presence at a busy 
and, until now, overlooked intersection.

The highly transparent apparatus bay is placed near the 
public corner of the site, putting the fire trucks on display 
and advertising its presence to the surrounding community. 
The Station Office’s location at street level adjacent to the 
apparatus bay offers visibility in multiple directions and creates 
a readily identifiable front door that is staffed 24/7.

A small plaza at the northeast corner of the site affords space 
for pedestrians to safely observe the inner workings of the 
apparatus bay, which has proved to be especially popular for 
the local preschool population. Art above the apparatus bay 
doors by Seattle artist Steve Gardner references Art Deco 
symbols from the original station.

Fire Station 6 is a LEED Gold building. Sustainability strategies 
include a ground source heat pump system, a substantial 
extensive vegetative roof, stormwater reclamation system for 
irrigation, permeable paving, and energy-efficient HVAC and 
envelope detailing. The high performance facility incorporates 
multiple forms of advanced communications technologies and 
has redundant mechanical and electrical systems to achieve 
essential facility standards.

OWNER
City of Seattle

Northeast elevation rendering
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Plaza

1. Rear Apron
2. Trash/Recycle
3. Ladder/Engine Storage
4. Apparatus Bay
5. Major Disaster Supply
6. Station Office
7. Night Bunk Room
8. Bunker Gear
9. Officer Quarters

PROJECT DATE: Seattle Fire Station 605/06/2010
LOCATION:

MLK Jr. Way and S. Jackson St.
PARTNERS:

City of Seattle Fire Department

Telephone 206 443 8606
Facsimile 206 443 1218

 121 Stewart Street, Suite 200
 Seattle, Washington 98101

North Elevation 
PROJECT DATE: Seattle Fire Station 605/06/2010

LOCATION:

MLK Jr. Way and S. Jackson St.
PARTNERS:
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Illustrative Site Plan

Perspective at Corner Plaza
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Design Commission Presentation 2: Schematic Design

   Neighborhood - Immediate Context

Alley looking West

Alley looking East

Apartment to South of site
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1. Barbeque Deck
2. Beanery [kitchen]
3. Day Room
4. Physical Training
5. Locker Alcove
6. Bunk Room

site plan

renderings
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