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Wood-burning stoves and other solid fuel burning ap-
pliances, such as pellet stoves and fireplace inserts, 
can be used to heat homes in Seattle.  To assist 
homeowners in being sure these stoves are installed 
safely, the Seattle Department of Construction and In-
spections (Seattle DCI) has prepared this information 
sheet on installation and permit requirements for wood 
and other solid-fuel burning appliances.

Permits must be obtained to install these stoves.  
Before installing a wood stove or fireplace insert, the 
owner or contractor must obtain a mechanical permit.  
After the stove or insert has been installed, the owner 
must schedule an inspection to certify that the stove 
or insert has been installed correctly.  The inspec-
tion is a service which both reduces fire hazards and 
protects fire insurance validity.  For additional tips on 
owning and operating a wood burning or other solid 
fuel appliance, see page 3.

In Seattle, permits for solid fuel appliances may be 
obtained at the Applicant Services Center, located on 
the 20th floor of Seattle Municipal Tower at 700 Fifth 
Avenue in downtown Seattle.  To apply for a mechani-
cal permit for a wood stove, pellet stove or fireplace 
insert, bring a copy of the installation instructions 
provided with the appliance.  Please call the electri-
cal permit counter at (206) 684-8464 for permit fee 
information.

Solid Fuel Burning Appliances
Solid fuel burning appliances are stoves, fireplaces 
and free standing room heaters that are fueled by nat-
ural wood and coal.  The appliances are connected to 

a chimney and produce heat through the combustion 
of solid fuel.  Examples of solid fuel burning appli-
ances include fireplace inserts, wood stoves, wood 
burning heaters, wood stick boilers, and pellet stoves.  

Permit Procedures
As mentioned earlier, Seattle DCI is concerned that 
solid fuel burning appliances be installed correctly.  The 
International Building Code, the International Mechani-
cal Code and the Ventilation and Indoor Air Quality 
Code (VIAQ) have been designated by the state legisla-
ture as the minimum standards for building safety in this 
state.  These codes require that a permit be obtained 
for the installation of any solid fuel burning appliance.  
Permits for the installation of wood stoves, pellet 
stoves or fireplace inserts can only be issued for cer-
tified appliances.  Used stoves and inserts may not 
be re-installed in a home unless they are certified.

Applicants should go to the Electrical Permit Counter 
located on the 20th floor of Seattle Municipal Tower at 
700 Fifth Ave.  When applying for a permit, you should 
bring the following information with you:

1.	 The address of the home where the stove or fire-
place insert will be installed

2.	 The assessor’s parcel number assigned to the 
home address

3.	 Name of the installer

4.	 Model number of the stove or fireplace insert.

5.	 Name of the manufacturer

6.	 Type of fuel used for the stove or fireplace insert

7.	 Heat rating of stove or fireplace insert (in British 
thermal units [Btu]) if known

8.	 Size of chimney flue, if applicable

9.	 Information on certification

Items 4 through 8 should be found in the installation 
instructions for the stove or fireplace insert.   
In return for obtaining the permit, the homeowner 
receives information, a safety inspection, and a record 
of any approvals given.  It is becoming increasingly 
more important that the homeowner be able to show 
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proof of such approvals so that fire insurance cover-
age will not be affected.

The mechanical permit for wood stoves, pellet stoves 
and fireplace inserts is an over-the-counter permit 
which does not require submittal of plans.  If the 
homeowner will be installing the stove or fireplace 
insert, he or she needs to come in to Seattle DCI and 
apply at the Applicant Services Center.  Applicants 
are helped on a first-come, first-served basis, so a 
wait is likely.  

Under certain circumstances there may be a need for 
additional permits.  For instance, if the wood or pellet 
stove uses a blower that requires a branch circuit, an 
electrical permit may be required.  If the appliance 
needs additional frame work, a building permit for the 
frame work may be required.  The staff at the Electri-
cal Permit counter will be able to tell you if any addi-
tional permits are required for your wood stove, pellet 
stove or fireplace insert.

After the wood stove, pellet stove or fireplace insert 
has been installed, the unit must be inspected by Se-
attle DCI.  Please call Inspection Services at 684-8900 
(for a recorded message) or 684-8950 (for general 
information) to arrange an inspection.  

Installation Standards
Solid fuel burning appliances shall be installed in accor-
dance with the terms of the listing.  All required clear-
ances and floor protection are specified on the basis of 
previous tests to determine safe distances from com-
bustibles and methods of protection.  Such installations 
may include any of the various solid fuel appliances 
from airtight stoves to zero clearance fireplaces.

Combustion Air
All solid fuel burning appliances must be provided 
with the following:

1. 	Tight fitting metal or ceramic glass doors; and

2. 	A source from outside the structure of primary 
combustion air, connected to the appliance as 
per manufacturer’s instructions.  The air inlet shall 
originate at a point below the fire box.  The duct 
shall be 4 inches (102 mm) or greater in diameter, 
not to exceed 20 feet (6096 mm) in length, and be 
installed as per manufacturer’s instructions.

For other methods, see VIAQ Section 402.

Certification and Emission Standards

Since Jan. 1, 1992, all used solid fuel burning appli-
ances, such as wood stoves, offered for sale must be 
a listed appliance.  An unlisted, used wood stove 
may not be reinstalled in a home in Washington.  

A listed appliance is one that has been tested by an ac-
credited testing agency or technical organization.  The 
appliance must meet or exceed nationally recognized 
safety standards to be listed.  The listing includes a set 
of printed instructions for the installation and operation of 
the appliance.  These manufacturer’s instructions must 
be followed to maintain the listed status of the appliance.

An unlisted appliance has not been tested for compli-
ance with nationally recognized safety standards.  Ex-
amples of unlisted appliances include used, antique 
and homemade appliances.

A new stove sold after Jan. 1, 1995, must meet Wash-
ington state emission standards that are more strin-
gent than those used by the Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency.  The new emission rates must be 
less than 2.5 grams of particulate per hour for cata-
lytic stoves, and 4.5 grams of particulate per hour for 
non-catalytic stoves.

As of Jan. 1, 1997, new fireplaces offered for sale in 
Washington state must be certified.  The new fireplac-
es are designed to reduce the loss of heat from your 
home and when used properly, are cleaner burning 
than previous fireplaces.

For more information on indoor burning and how to 
determine if your stove is certified, visit the Puget 
Sound Clean Air Agency (PSCAA) website at www.
pscleanair.org/burning/indoor/index.shtml.

Burn Bans
When winter weather conditions are especially cold 
and still, there may be a ban on indoor and outdoor 
burning.  There are two types of burn bans: 

•	 Stage I.  No burning is allowed in fireplaces and un-
certified wood stoves unless it is your only adequate 
source of heat.  All outdoor burning is banned.

•	 Stage II.  No burning in fireplaces and wood stoves 
(certified or not) unless it is your only adequate 
source of heat.  All outdoor burning is banned.

It is the responsibility of each wood burner to be 
informed of the air quality conditions and burning re-
strictions.  This news will be covered by several radio 
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and TV stations throughout the state.  The information 
is also available from the PSCAA, 1-800-595-4341 or 
www.pscleanair.org.

Manufactured Homes
Only those appliances tested and approved as meet-
ing special installation standards for mobile homes 
may be considered for installation in a manufactured 
home.  Permits for manufactured home installations of 
appliances must be obtained from the State of Wash-
ington Department of Labor and Industries.

Operating Hints
1. 	A wood burning or other solid fuel appliance in-

stalled without a permit or in violation of regulatory 
codes may invalidate your fire insurance policy.

2. 	Do not alter the design of approved appliances.  To 
do so invalidates the manufacturer’s approvals and 
specifications and may create a fire hazard.

3. 	Burn only the type of fuel specified by the manu-
facturer.  To do otherwise is dangerous and may 
invalidate the manufacturer’s label and warranty.

4. 	Regular cleaning of the flue or chimney is impor-
tant to safe, efficient operation of your appliance. 
When the stove is in use it should be checked 
frequently to be sure that all the pipe connections 
are tight.  The ashes should be removed regularly 
and the chimney kept free of creosote build-up.  A 
chimney system should be checked and inspected 
at least every 6 months.  The best time is just 
before the heating season starts.  Heavy deposits 
of creosote must be removed from the stove, flue 
pipe and chimney by scraping or brushing.  A 
professional chimney sweep can be of invaluable 
assistance.  Steel brushes and cleaning equip-
ment are available at your local dealer.  Chemical 
cleaners have not proven effective in removing an 
accumulation of creosote and should not be used 
as a substitute for mechanical cleaning. 

5. 	Some paint burn-off should be expected in opera-
tion of some free standing fireplaces and most cast 
iron stoves.  The finish can be easily restored by 
the use of stove black or high-temperature paint, 
available under many trade names at most hard-
ware and fireplace stores. 

6. 	No stove is designed to operate with overly large 
fires.  They waste heat and can result in damage to 
the stove.  If any part of the stove or chimney con-
nector glows, you are over firing.  If you do create 
too hot a fire, carefully close all the stove’s damp-

Links to electronic versions of Seattle DCI Tips, 
Director's Rules, and the Seattle Municipal 
Code are available on our website at www.
seattle.gov/sdci.  Paper copies of these docu-
ments, as well as additional regulations mentioned 
in this Tip, are available from our Public Resource 
Center, located on the 20th floor of Seattle Munici-
pal Tower at 700 Fifth Ave. in downtown Seattle, 
(206) 684-8467.
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ers to reduce the amount of air coming into the 
stove.  This will help starve the fire.  Never throw 
water on a hot stove.  The shock could cause cast-
ings to break.


