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What the Seattle Energy Code Requires

At least 50 percent of all electric convenience

outlets in offices and classrooms must be controlled
by occupancy sensors or an automatic time clock
system. (Seattle Energy Code Section C405.14.)
These outlets are defined as “controlled receptacles.”
This requirement only applies to offices (both open-
plan offices (such as those with cubicles) and private
(enclosed) offices and classrooms. It does not apply
to conference rooms, exam rooms, circulation areas,
or other spaces.

There are some exceptions to the requirement for
controlled receptacles. As stated in the Seattle
Energy Code, “Receptacles designated for specific
equipment requiring 24-hour operation, for building
maintenance functions, or for specific safety or
security equipment” are exempt. Thus, an outlet
intended for a wall clock, a security camera, or a
vacuum cleaner does not have to be on a controlled
circuit or located near a controlled outlet.

Configuration of Controlled Receptacles

B For rooms larger than 200 square feet, controlled
receptacles must typically be located within 72
inches of non-controlled receptacles. There are
two basic strategies:

1. The most convenient arrangement for occu-
pants is to wire each duplex outlet as a split

City of Seattle
Department of Planning & Development

@

receptacle, with the top receptacle on the con-
trolled circuit and the bottom receptacle on the
non-controlled circuit. Wiring for this configura-
tion is likely to be somewhat more expensive.

2. A second common strategy is to locate one
duplex outlet on a controlled circuit within 72
inches of each duplex outlet that is on a non-
controlled circuit.

B For offices smaller than 200 square feet, the con-
trolled outlet does not need to be located within 72
inches of the non-controlled outlet. (However, DPD
does not generally recommend separating con-
trolled outlets from non-controlled outlets by more
than a few feet, since this could require occupants
to use extension cords.)

How Controlled Receptacles Can Interact
with Lighting Controls

In classrooms and enclosed offices, lighting must be
controlled by occupancy sensors. In an open office
lighting could also be controlled by a time clock
system with a two-hour override switch. (See Seattle
Energy Code Section C405.2.2.) Those lighting controls
and overrides could also operate the controlled outlets
in those spaces, so that the lights and the controlled
plug loads would turn off and on together.

Are Controlled Receptacles Required for
Alterations?

The following clarifying exceptions can be found in
Seattle Energy Code Section C101.4.3 for alteration
projects:

B Controlled receptacles are not required in altera-
tions smaller than 5,000 square feet.

B Controlled receptacles are not required for existing
office cubicles or systems furniture that is moved
or reconfigured within the same space.

B Receptacles that are specifically intended for
24-hour operations, building maintenance, or
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safety and security functions are not required to be
controlled receptacles, and are not required to be
located close to non-controlled receptacles. Just
as for new construction, this would exempt electri-
cal outlets intended for clocks, security cameras,
vacuum cleaners, computer servers and the like.

In addition, DPD recognizes the following interpreta-
tion regarding existing receptacles in finished walls:

B Where existing office and classroom receptacles
will remain, and the stud cavities in which the
receptacles are located are not exposed at any
time during the course of an alterations project,
those receptacles are not required to be converted
to controlled receptacles, and are not required to
be located within 72 inches of controlled recep-
tacles. However, at least 50 percent of any new
receptacles, or existing receptacles located in
framing cavities that are exposed during construc-
tion, within each altered office or classroom are
required to be controlled receptacles.

Code Excerpts

C405.14 Controlled receptacles. At least 50 percent
of all 125 volt 15- and 20-ampere receptacles installed
in private offices, open offices, or classrooms, includ-
ing those installed in modular partitions and modular
office workstation systems, shall be controlled recep-
tacles. In rooms larger than 200 square feet (19 M2),
a controlled receptacle shall be located within 72
inches (1.8 M) of each uncontrolled receptacle. Con-
trolled receptacles shall be visibly differentiated from
standard receptacles and shall be controlled by one
of the following automatic control devices: An occu-
pant sensor that turns receptacle power off when no
occupants have been detected for a maximum of 30
minutes, or a time-of-day operated control device that
turns receptacle power off at specific programmed
times and can be programmed separately for each
day of the week. The control device shall be capable
of providing an independent schedule for each portion
of the building not to exceed 25,000 square feet (2,323
M2) and not to exceed one full floor. The device shall
be capable of being overridden for periods of up to two
hours by a timer accessible to occupants. Any individ-
ual override switch shall control the controlled recep-
tacles for a maximum area of 5,000 square feet (465
M2). Override switches for controlled receptacles are
permitted to control the lighting within the same area.

Exception: Receptacles designated for specific equip-
ment requiring 24-hour operation, for building mainte-
nance functions, or for specific safety or security equip-
ment are not required to be controlled by an automatic
control device and are not required to be located within
72 inches (1.8 M) of a controlled receptacle.

Section C202 — Definitions

B Automatic Control Device: A device capable of
automatically turning loads off and on without
manual intervention.

B Controlled Receptacle: An electrical receptacle
that is controlled by an automatic control device.

Section C101.4.3 Exceptions

9. Where an alteration project impacts an area
smaller than 5,000 square feet, electric recep-
tacles within that area are not required to be
controlled receptacles.

10. Where existing systems furniture or partial-height
relocatable office cubicle partitions are reconfig-
ured or relocated within the same area, con-
trolled receptacles are not required in the exist-
ing systems furniture or office cubicle partitions.

11. Where new or altered receptacles meet the
requirements for an exception pursuant to Sec-
tion C405.14, they are not required to be con-
trolled receptacles or located within 72 inches
of non-controlled receptacles.

Links to electronic versions of DPD Tips, Direc-
tor's Rules, and the Seattle Municipal Code
are available on the "Tools and Resources" page
of our website at www.seattle.gov/dpd. Paper
copies of these documents, as well as additional
regulations mentioned in this Tip, are available
from our Public Resource Center, located on the
20th floor of Seattle Municipal Tower at 700 Fifth
Ave. in downtown Seattle, (206) 684-8467.

LEGAL DISCLAIMER: This Tip should not be used as a substitute for codes and regulations. The applicant is responsible for compliance

with all code and rule requirements, whether or not described in this Tip.



