
 

 

Plants & Animals

• Plants & Trees

• Urban wildlife

• Soils

• Aquatic habitats

Saltwater Shorelines

• Beaches

• Tidelands

• Near-shore habitat

Infrastructure

• Hardscapes

• Equipment

• Amenities

• Trails

• Docks, piers

Facilities

• Community & 
Environmental 
Learning Centers

• Maintenance & 
Office Buildings

• Outdoor Pools

• Bathhouses

People

• Vulnerable 
populations

• Outdoor program 
participants

• Outdoor SPR staff

Climate Vulnerabilities in Seattle’s Parks and Recreation System 
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Wetter/colder winters, 

drier/hotter summers, 

unpredictable  

Extreme heat, 

severe wind, intense 

rainstorms, snow  

Wildfire smoke, 

air inversions   

Landslides, erosion, 

flooding, saturation, 

habitat impacts   

Potable water 

availability and cost  

Sea Level 

Rise 

Weather 

Shifts 

Seattle’s parks and recreation assets and programs are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. Seattle Parks and Recreation manages 

over 6,400 acres of public property, from tidelands and swimming beaches to urban forests and athletic fields. SPR also owns dozens of buildings for both 

public and operational use and hosts many programs for the public in our parks, pools, and centers. Each of these assets, and the people connected to 

them, will experience the impacts of climate change, and SPR is dedicated to increasing our resiliency to these changes. 

Saltwater incursion, 

erosion, land loss, 

recreation impacts 


