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Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment

Through the Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment Tool developed by Global 

*UHHQ�86$��SXEOLF�RIÀFLDOV� DQG� ORFDO� JRYHUQPHQW� VWDII� DUH� XVLQJ� WKH� /(('� IRU�
1HLJKERUKRRG� 'HYHORSPHQW� �/(('�1'�� UDWLQJ� V\VWHP� WR� GHWHUPLQH� ZD\V� IRU�
future development in their communities to achieve high levels of environmental, 

HFRQRPLF��DQG�VRFLDO� VXVWDLQDELOLW\�� /(('�1'� LQWHJUDWHV� WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI� VPDUW�
JURZWK��ZDONDEOH�XUEDQLVP�DQG�JUHHQ�EXLOGLQJ�LQWR�WKH�ÀUVW�QDWLRQDO�UDWLQJ�V\VWHP�
for neighborhood design. In Seattle, Global Green used the tool as a means to 

HYDOXDWH�H[LVWLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�SODQV� IRU� WKH�&KLQDWRZQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�'LVWULFW��
in order to identify opportunities to augment current revitalization efforts and 

develop recommendations to increase the neighborhood’s overall level of 

sustainability.

Assessment Team + Funding

Global Green USA 

 Walker Wells | Tim Bevins | Krista Frank

7HFKQLFDO�$VVLVWDQFH�PDGH�SRVVLEOH�ZLWK�IXQGLQJ�IURP�(3$·V�2IÀFH�RI�6XVWDLQDEOH�
Communities’ Building Blocks for Sustainable Communities Grant Program.
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Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment Process

The goal of the Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment process is to identify 

topical and physical focus areas where policy or planning changes can 

promote sustainable urban neighborhoods over the short and long term. These 

interventions can improve the neighborhood’s day-to-day sustainability as well 

as increase its resilience during extreme weather events and conditions. Some 

RI� WKH� GHÀQLQJ� FKDUDFWHULVWLFV� RI� D� VXVWDLQDEOH� QHLJKERUKRRG� LQFOXGH� IRFXVLQJ�
development in previously developed areas with high transit connectivity, 

avoiding building on habitat, agricultural land or wetlands, an urban form that 

encourages walking and cycling, access to nearby food and services, and 

HQHUJ\�DQG�ZDWHU�HIÀFLHQF\�LQ�ERWK�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��7R�GHÀQH�WKHVH�
focus areas, Global Green USA and its team members utilize the Sustainable 

1HLJKERUKRRG� $VVHVVPHQW� 7RRO�� ZKLFK� LV� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� /(('� IRU� 1HLJKERUKRRG�
'HYHORSPHQW��/(('�1'��FULWHULD�DQG�FKHFNOLVW�� � � �  

Prior to visiting the assessment area, the team conducted a review of existing 

planning documents, code requirements, maps, and stakeholder priorities. 

An initial assessment was then completed, with the credits in each of the 

WKUHH� /(('�1'� FDWHJRULHV� �6PDUW� /RFDWLRQ� 	� /LQNDJHV�� 1HLJKERUKRRG� 3DWWHUQ�
	� 'HVLJQ�� DQG� *UHHQ� ,QIUDVWUXFWXUH� 	� %XLOGLQJ�� PDUNHG� DV� ´DFKLHYHG�µ� ´QRW�
DFKLHYHG�µ� ´XQNQRZQ�µ� RU� ´QRW� DSSOLFDEOH�µ� (DFK� FUHGLW� LV� IXUWKHU� UDQNHG� IRU�
the degree that it correlates to regional or local policy priorities, regulatory 

support, technical feasibility, market support, and stakeholder input. This 

analysis is described in more detail beginning on page 18.    

This initial assessment serves as the point of departure for the Global Green 

WHDP·V� WKUHH�GD\� VLWH� YLVLW� DQG� HYDOXDWLRQ�� 'XULQJ� WKH� YLVLW�� WKH� WHDP� ZDONV�
each block of the target neighborhood, photographs examples of positive 

qualities and areas for improvement, and conducts a series of meetings 

with targeted stakeholders, City staff, and representatives of relevant public 

agencies. Throughout the process, the preliminary  checklist   is   edited   and   

UHÀQHG� � WR� LQFRUSRUDWH� WKH� WHDP·V� YLVXDO� REVHUYDWLRQV� DQG� FRQWH[WXDO� LVVXHV�
UDLVHG� E\� VWDNHKROGHUV�� 7KH� LQLWLDO� ÀQGLQJV� RI� WKH� HYDOXDWLRQ� DUH� JURXSHG� LQWR�
EURDG�FDWHJRULHV� QRWHG�RQ� WKH� IROORZLQJ�SDJHV�� 7KH� ÀQDO�DXJPHQWHG�FKHFNOLVW�
IRU� WKH� &KLQDWRZQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO� 'LVWULFW� �&,'�� FDQ� EH� IRXQG� RQ� SDJHV� ������ 

The assessment  process then enables the team to identify a series of  

UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV� EDVHG� RQ� /(('�1'� FUHGLWV� WR� DXJPHQW� DQG� LQFUHDVH� � WKH�
neighborhood’s long-term sustainability. Recommendations cover policy, planning, 

and land use and infrastructure changes which aim to realize a more resilient 

and sustainable future for the  neighborhood.  Some recommendations can be 

implemented fairly quickly,   while  others  will require  long-term  collaboration 

among  public  agencies, local institutions,  and private sector partners, as well as 

multiple sources of funding. 
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2.

Neighborhood Assets

���+LVWRULF�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�FKDUDFWHU����:HOO�HVWDEOLVKHG�FRPPXQLW\�JDUGHQ����/DUJHO\�SHGHVWULDQ�IULHQGO\��
VWUHHWVFDSHV����0XOWL�PRGDO�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�LQFOXGLQJ�EXV��ELNH��DQG�VWUHHWFDU����'LVWLQFWLYH�VPDOO�EXVLQHVV�
community supports residents and visitors
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Neighborhood Background

7KH� &KLQDWRZQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO� 'LVWULFW� �&,'��� ORFDWHG� VRXWKHDVW� RI� 'RZQWRZQ� 6HDWWOH��
VHUYHV�DV�WKH�FXOWXUDO�KXE�IRU�$VLDQ�DQG�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHU��$3,��FRPPXQLWLHV�WKURXJKRXW�
the region, with many locally owned small and medium-sized businesses providing a 

GLYHUVH�DUUD\�RI�XQLTXH�GLQLQJ��UHWDLO��DQG�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�RIIHULQJV�LQÁXHQFHG�E\�&KLQHVH��
-DSDQHVH��9LHWQDPHVH��)LOLSLQR� LPPLJUDQWV� WR�WKH�UHJLRQ��7KH�VWXG\�DUHD� LV�GHÀQHG�WR�
WKH�ZHVW�E\��WK�$YHQXH��WR�WKH�HDVW�E\�5DLQLHU�$YHQXH��VRXWK�E\�&KDUOHV�DQG�'HDUERUQ�
Streets, north by Yesler Way and Main Street, and is bisected by Interstate 5, with Interstate 

���UXQQLQJ�MXVW�VRXWK�RI�WKH�'LVWULFW��3ULPDU\�UHWDLO�DQG�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�FRUULGRUV�UXQ�HDVW�WR�
ZHVW�RQ�-DFNVRQ�DQG�.LQJ�6WUHHWV��ZLWK�WKH�UHJLRQ·V�EXVLHVW�WUDQVLW�KXE��RIIHULQJ�OLJKW�UDLO��
FRPPXWHU�UDLO��DQG�VWUHHWFDU�VWRSV��LV�ORFDWHG�DW��WK�DQG�-DFNVRQ�6WUHHWV�

7KH�'LVWULFW� LV�RQH�RI� WKH�&LW\·V�PRVW�GLYHUVH�QHLJKERUKRRGV��ZLWK�RYHU������� UHVLGHQWV�
UHSUHVHQWLQJ� PDQ\� $VLDQ� DQG� 3DFLÀF� ,VODQGHU� KHULWDJHV�� &RPSULVHG� RI� �� KLVWRULF�
FRPPXQLWLHV�� &KLQDWRZQ�� -DSDQWRZQ�� DQG� /LWWOH� 6DLJRQ�� WKH� &,'� LV� IXOO� RI� KLVWRULF�
FKDUDFWHU�DQG�KDV�PDQ\�RI�WKH�GHÀQLQJ�DWWULEXWHV�RI�D�ZDONDEOH�QHLJKERUKRRG�VXFK�
DV�DPSOH�VLGHZDONV��JURXQG�ÁRRU�UHWDLO��DQG�D�EXLOGLQJ�KHLJKW�WR�VWUHHW�ZLGWK�UDWLR�WKDW�
SURYLGHV�D�VHQVH�RI�HQFORVXUH�WR�SHGHVWULDQV��0DQ\�RI�WKH�KLVWRULF�VWUXFWXUHV�LQ�WKH�&,'�
GDWH�EDFN�WR�WKH�����·V�DQG���·V��DQG�DUH�LQ�QHHG�RI�VLJQLÀFDQW�ÀUH�VDIHW\�DQG�VHLVPLF�
UHWURÀWV��7KH�'LVWULFW·V�IXOO�SRWHQWLDO�DV�D�ZDONDEOH��VXVWDLQDEOH�QHLJKERUKRRG�KDV�EHHQ�
KDPSHUHG�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�E\�GHWHULRUDWLQJ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��FRVWO\�EXLOGLQJ�UHWURÀWV��DQG�D�
legacy of displacement in part caused by the construction of Interstate 5 and a rapidly 

escalating residential housing market. Compounding these challenges, due in part to 

WKH�&,'·V�IXQFWLRQ�DV�D�FXOWXUDO�JDWHZD\�IRU�QHZ�LPPLJUDQWV������RI�'LVWULFW�UHVLGHQWV�OLYH�
DW�RU�EHORZ�WKH�SRYHUW\�OLQH��PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�QRQ�(QJOLVK�VSHDNLQJ�VHQLRUV��&LW\ZLGH�
housing pressures, combined with new zoning regulations that allow more development 

LQ�WKH�&,'��VWDQG�WR�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�LPSDFW�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�VSDWLDO�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�'LVWULFW��
and the community must act now to ensure future development decisions are aligned 

with neighborhood needs and desires. With an abundance of immigrants, low-income 

residents, and small businesses, ensuring that future improvements do not exacerbate 

the City’s affordability crisis is of paramount concern.

,Q�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��WUDIÀF�YROXPHV�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG�RQ�'HDUERUQ��$LUSRUW�:D\�6RXWK��WK�
Ave S, 12th S and Jackson. Congestion on Jackson is especially challenging with a mix 

RI�EXVHV��VWUHHW�FDUV��YHKLFOHV��DQG�F\FOLVWV��7KH���QDPHG�VWUHHWV�IRUFHV�YHKLFXODU�WUDIÀF�WR�
FXW�WKURXJK�WKH�&,'�DW�.LQJ���WK�DQG��WK��LQFUHDVLQJ�VDIHW\�ULVNV�IRU�SHGHVWULDQV��F\FOLVWV�
DQG� ORFDOO\�GHVWLQHG� YHKLFOHV�� � 7KHVH� VLJQLÀFDQW� WUDIÀF� DQG� SDUNLQJ� SUHVVXUHV� PDNH�
walkability and accessibility elusive, especially for less mobile residents and visitors such 

as the many elders in the area, for whom public transit is not as accessible as it may 

DSSHDU��3XEOLF�VDIHW\�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�KDV�UHPDLQHG�D�FRQVWDQW�FRQFHUQ��ZLWK�GUXJ�GHDOLQJ��
gang violence, and prostitution contributing to fear amongst residents to leave their 

apartments in the evening.

7KH�'LVWULFW�LV�KRPH�WR�D�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�ZHOO�RUJDQL]HG�FRPPXQLW\�GHYHORSPHQW�JURXSV��
LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� 6HDWWOH�&KLQDWRZQ� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO� 'LVWULFW� 3UHVHUYDWLRQ� DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�
$XWKRULW\��6&,'SGD���,QWHU,P�&RPPXQLW\�'HYHORSPHQW�$VVRFLDWLRQ��,QWHU,P�&'$���)ULHQGV�
RI�/LWWOH�6DLJRQ��WKH�<HVOHU�&RPPXQLW\�&ROODERUDWLYH��DQG�WKH�&,'�%XVLQHVV�,PSURYHPHQW�
$UHD��)XUWKHU�� WZR�$3,�QHZV�SXEOLFDWLRQV�DUH�EDVHG� LQ� WKH�&,'��SURYLGLQJ�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�
ongoing means of communication for the area. These organizations have exhibited a 

successful 40+-year history of pan-Asian collaboration in advocating for neighborhood 

FRQFHUQV�DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�LQVWUXPHQWDO��LQ�WKH�SUHVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�&,'�
LQ�D� UHVSRQVLEOH�PDQQHU� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�FRPPXQLW\� QHHGV��$V� WKH�'LVWULFW�JUDSSOHV�
with new housing and development pressures, they will continue to play a critical 

roll collaborating with the City to secure affordable housing and ensure responsible 

community growth.

Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment: Seattle, WA



2.

Neighborhood Challenges

���,���SUHVHQWV�VLJQLÀFDQW�GHVLJQ��KHDOWK��DQG�FRKHVLYHQHVV�FKDOOHQJHV����$G�+RF�KRPHOHVV�HQFDPSPHQWV�
UHTXLUH�SHUPDQHQW�VROXWLRQ����6DIHW\�FRQFHUQV����0DQ\�KLVWRULF�VWUXFWXUHV�UHTXLUH�VLJQLÀFDQW�UHWURÀWV����
'HYHORSPHQW�SUHVVXUHV�LQ�DQG�DURXQG�FRPPXQLW\�WKUHDWHQ�DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ�VXSSO\

1.

4.

5.

3.2.
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Recommendation Approach and Strategy

$V�6HDWWOH��DQG�LQ�WXUQ�WKH�&,'��WUDQVIRUPV�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�KRXVLQJ�PDUNHW�GHPDQGV�
and new business investments, it is critical that development be guided in a well 

SODQHG�DQG�WKRURXJK�PDQQHU�UHVSRQVLYH�WR�WKH�QHHGV�RI�FXUUHQW�'LVWULFW�UHVLGHQWV�
and business owners. Throughout the SNA process, the need for a complete, 

XSGDWHG� SODQQLQJ� GRFXPHQW� WKDW� LGHQWLÀHV� 'LVWULFW� QHHGV� DQG� JXLGHV� IXWXUH�
GHYHORSPHQW�GHFLVLRQV�ZDV�LGHQWLÀHG�E\�FRPPXQLW\�OHDGHUV�DQG�&LW\�VWDII�DOLNH�DV�
a critical need. As a result, many of the recommendations found in this report can 

be folded into this larger more comprehensive planning effort. 

The recommendations presented over the following pages were developed 

through careful study of regional and local planning documents, City staff and 

stakeholder interviews, and a thorough on-the-ground analysis of community 

FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��(DFK�RI�WKH�UHVXOWLQJ�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�KDV�EHHQ�LQIRUPHG�E\�EHVW�
SUDFWLFHV�DV�LGHQWLÀHG�E\�/(('�1'�DQG�KDV�EHHQ�SURGXFHG�ZLWK�VSHFLÀF�DWWHQWLRQ�
given to long-term sustainability and resilience. Four key overarching themes guide 

WKH�VSHFLÀF�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�IRXQG�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�GRFXPHQW�����$IIRUGDEOH�+RXVLQJ��
���([LVWLQJ�%XLOGLQJ�6WRFN�����3XEOLF�5HDOP��DQG����&RRUGLQDWLRQ�DQG�&ROODERUDWLRQ��

$IIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ�DLPV�WR�SURWHFW�H[LVWLQJ�DIIRUGDEOH�RIIHULQJV�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�ZKLOH�
seeking to introduce new units. Primary objectives include building new affordable 

units tied to the Area Median Income, and striving to develop a diversity of housing 

types so that residents may continue to live in the community as economic and 

KRXVHKROG�FRQGLWLRQV�FKDQJH��([LVWLQJ�%XLOGLQJ�6WRFN�UHFRJQL]HV�WKH�KLVWRULF��FXOWXUDO�
DQG�HFRQRPLF�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�PDQ\�RI�WKH�&,'·V�PDVRQU\�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�LGHQWLÀHV�
VWUDWHJLHV�IRU�SUHVHUYDWLRQ��UHWURÀWWLQJ��DQG�DGDSWLYH�UHXVH�RI�WKHVH�VWUXFWXUHV��7KH�
UHWURÀWWLQJ�RI� WKHVH�EXLOGLQJV�KROGV� WKH�SRWHQWLDO� WR� UHOHDVH�VRPH�RI� WKH�'LVWULFW·V�
KRXVLQJ�SUHVVXUH��DV�WKHLU�XSSHU�ÁRRUV�FDQQRW�EH�RFFXSLHG�XQWLO�LPSURYHPHQWV�DUH�
made. Public Realm is a response to calls by residents to attract and retain desired 

UHWDLO�� FRPPHUFLDO�� DQG� UHFUHDWLRQDO� RIIHULQJV� LQ� WKH� &,'�� 0XFK� RI� WKH� 'LVWULFW�
H[KLELWV� WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ� OD\RXW�RI�D�ZDONDEOH�FRPPXQLW\�DV�GHÀQHG�E\�/(('�1'��
but measures must be taken to help maximize this expression. Coordination and 

&ROODERUDWLRQ�UHFRJQL]HV�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�FKDOOHQJHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�'LVWULFW�
comprised of 3 historic communities and a collection of overlapping jurisdictional 

boundaries, and suggests the introduction a dedicated City liaison to help guide 

WKH�&,'� WKURXJK�FRPSOLFDWHG�SODQQLQJ�SURFHVVHV�DQG�QDYLJDWH� WKH�QHWZRUN�RI�
bureaucracies inherent to neighborhood scale improvement efforts such as those 

outlined in this document. 

Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment: Seattle, WA
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Seattle’s escalating housing market underscores the importance of preserving and 

SURWHFWLQJ�H[LVWLQJ�DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ�XQLWV�LQ�WKH�&,'�WR�FRPEDW�JHQWULÀFDWLRQ�DQG�
PDLQWDLQ�FRPPXQLW\�FRKHVLRQ��'HYHORSPHQW�SUHVVXUHV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�XS]RQLQJ�DQG�
VSHFXODWLRQ�WKUHDWHQ�H[LVWLQJ�VWUXFWXUHV��PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK�KRXVH�WKH�'LVWULFW·V�VHQLRU�
population, and new housing developments are not being built to meet the needs 

RI�WKLV�SRSXODWLRQ��7KH�&,'�LV�D�KLVWRULFDOO\�GLVDGYDQWDJHG�FRPPXQLW\� LQ�QHHG�RI�
SHUPDQHQW��VWDEOH��DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ��7KH�'LVWULFW�KDV�KDG�D�SRYHUW\�UDWH�RI�RYHU�
����VLQFH�WKH�����·V��ZLWK�����RI�FXUUHQW�UHVLGHQWV� OLYLQJ�DW�RU�EHORZ�WKH�SRYHUW\�
OLQH��PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�QRQ�(QJOLVK�VSHDNLQJ�VHQLRUV��$V�WKH�'LVWULFW�HYROYHV��HIIRUWV�
must be made to ensure the preservation of existing housing that is operating with 

VRPH�W\SH�RI�IHGHUDO�FRQWUDFW�UHODWHG�WR�LQFRPH�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ�

Throughout the Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment- in stakeholder interviews, 

discussions on the street, and at the community workshop- the evaluation team 

UHJXODUO\�KHDUG�FDOOV� IRU� LQFUHDVLQJ�DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ�RSWLRQV�ZLWKLQ� WKH�'LVWULFW��
7KH�FLW\�RI�6HDWWOH·V�+RXVLQJ�$IIRUGDELOLW\�DQG�/LYDELOLW\�$JHQGD��+$/$��LV�D�GLUHFW�
response to these comments and the affordable housing crisis at large, and aims to 

introduce 50,000 new units, 20,000 of which will be reserved for low- and moderate-

income people.  

In order to accomplish this goal, Mayor Murray has laid out several strategies, 

including the upzoning of areas throughout the City to increase density thresholds, 

and a requirement for new housing construction to either set aside a percentage 

RI�XQLWV�IRU�UHVLGHQWV�HDUQLQJ�����RI�WKH�$UHD�0HGLDQ�,QFRPH��$0,���RU�SD\�LQWR�D�
fund dedicated to the construction of affordable units elsewhere. 

.QRZQ�DV�WKH�0DQGDWRU\�+RXVLQJ�$IIRUGDELOLW\��0+$��SURJUDP��WKLV�HIIRUW�KDV�OHG�WR�
WKH�XS]RQLQJ�RI�/LWWOH�6DLJRQ��EXW�GRHV�QRW�HQVXUH�DIIRUGDEOH�XQLWV�ZLOO�EH�EXLOW�WKHUH�
RU�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW��6&,'SGD�DQG�,QWHULP�FDQ�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�&LW\�WR�GHYHORS�
D�'LVWULFW�VSHFLÀF� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�SODQ�DSSURSULDWH�IRU�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG��*LYHQ�
WKH�'LVWULFW·V�VHQLRU�KRXVLQJ�QHHGV��WKHVH�JURXSV�VKRXOG�DGYRFDWH�IRU�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�
RI�D�GLYHUVH�DUUD\�RI�KRXVLQJ�W\SHV��IURP�6LQJOH�5RRP�2FFXSDQF\��652��XQLWV�WR�
��EHGURRP�DSDUWPHQWV� IRU� IDPLOLHV��)LQDOO\�� VSHFLÀF�DWWHQWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�JLYHQ� WR�
making certain that existing residents and their families are able to remain in the 

'LVWULFW�DV�LW�HYROYHV�

/(('�1'� SURYLGHV� DGGLWLRQDO� JXLGDQFH� ZLWK� 1HLJKERUKRRG� 3DWWHUQ� DQG� 'HVLJQ�
�13'�� FUHGLW� ��� 0L[HG�,QFRPH� 'LYHUVH� &RPPXQLWLHV�� ZKLFK� SURPRWHV� HTXLWDEOH�
neighborhoods by encouraging a spectrum of housing types and affordable units.
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Action Items

([LVWLQJ�
affordable senior 

housing in the 

&,'

1
1. Preserve Existing Affordable Housing: As development pressures mount 

from upzoning and a booming housing market, the City must work to 

HQVXUH� H[LVWLQJ� DIIRUGDEOH� XQLWV� VWD\� LQ� SODFH�� 6&,'SGD� DQG� ,QWHULP� &'$�
can help identify at-risk structures and units, and work with the City 

and building owners to safeguard these critical community assets.   

2. Build Additional Affordable Units:� :RUN� ZLWK� QRQ�SURÀW� DQG� SULYDWH� KRXVLQJ�
developers to ensure that new developments include affordable units 

SULFHG� XS� WR� ���� RI� $0,� DV� GHÀQHG� XQGHU� +$/$�� 6SHFLÀF� DWWHQWLRQ� VKRXOG�
EH�JLYHQ� WR�DVVXUH� WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�DIIRUGDEOH�XQLWV�ZLWKLQ� WKH�'LVWULFW��DV�
opposed to developers paying into the citywide affordable housing fund. 

/LWWOH� 6DLJRQ·V� XS]RQLQJ� XQGHU� WKH� +$/$� SURYLGHV� D� ORJLFDO� SODFH� IRU� QHZ�
XQLWV�� EXW� DIIRUGDEOH� KRXVLQJ� QHHGV� DUH� SHUVLVWHQW� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� 'LVWULFW��
LQFOXGLQJ�ZHVW�RI�,QWHUVWDWH����([SORUH�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�ERQXVHV�WR�
HQFRXUDJH�WKLV�DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�HQWLUH�&,'�� � 

3. Address Displacement Concerns:� 6HDWWOH·V� $VLDQ� 3DFLÀF� ,VODQGHU� �$3,��
community has suffered historic injustices including Internment during World 

:DU� 7ZR�DQG� WKH�ELVHFWLRQ�RI� WKH�'LVWULFW�ZLWK� WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI� ,QWHUVWDWH�
5; yielding community-wide challenges surrounding race equity and 

social justice.          

 

$V� QHZ� KRXVLQJ� FRPHV� WR� WKH� 'LVWULFW�� LW� LV� FULWLFDO� WR� HQVXUH� WKDW� H[LVWLQJ�
residents and their families are able to remain in the neighborhood, and efforts 

are made to attract new API residents to the community. The City’s current 

anti-displacement strategies are based on income, but precedent exists in 

Portland to develop residential targeting programs geared towards the API 

community to address past injustices by prioritizing the return of low-income 

$3,�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�WR�WKH�'LVWULFW��� � � � � �  

 

7KH� <HVOHU� &RPPXQLW\� &ROODERUDWLYH�� D� QRQ�SURÀW� FRPPXQLW\� GHYHORSPHQW�
corporation focused on sustainable community development in nearby Yesler 

7HUUDFH�DQG�VXUURXQGLQJ�QHLJKERUKRRGV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�&,'���VXEPLWWHG�DQ�DQWL�
displacement strategy to the City in April 2016 that is an excellent model to 

build upon.
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([LVWLQJ�%XLOGLQJ�6WRFN

0XFK�RI�WKH�'LVWULFW·V�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�FKDUP�LV�GHÀQHG�E\�LWV�KLVWRULF�EULFN�VWUXFWXUHV��
ZKLFK�GHÀQH�WKH�VWUHHW�HGJH�DQG�SURYLGH�D�VHQVH�RI�HQFORVXUH�DW�WKH�SHGHVWULDQ�
scale. Many of these structures, however, are in various states of disrepair and in 

QHHG�RI�VLJQLÀFDQW�DQG�FRVWO\�VHLVPLF�DQG�ÀUH�UHWURÀWV��&XUUHQW�HVWLPDWHV�VXJJHVW�
WKDW�WKHUH�DUH����8QUHLQIRUFHG�0DVRQU\�%XLOGLQJV��850V��LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW��DOO�RI�ZKLFK�
FDQQRW�KDYH�RFFXSLHG�XSSHU�ÁRRUV�XQWLO�WKHVH�H[SHQVLYH�UHQRYDWLRQV�DUH�PDGH��
Many of these buildings are owned by complex webs of investors, both local and 

DEURDG��ZKLFK�IXUWKHU�FRPSOLFDWHV�UHGHYHORSPHQW�HIIRUWV�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW��,GHQWLI\LQJ�
DOO�RI�WKHVH�LQYHVWRUV�SUHVHQWV�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�FKDOOHQJH��DQG�DUULYLQJ�DW�FRQVHQVXV�WR�
LQYHVW�LQ�WKHVH�LPSURYHPHQWV�LV�H[WUHPHO\�GLIÀFXOW�DV�VRPH�RZQHUV�DUH�KROGLQJ�WKHLU�
VKDUHV�LQ�VSHFXODWLRQV�DQG�WKXV�DUH�QRW�FRPSHOOHG�WR�PDNH�DQ\�UHWURÀWV��

7KLV�QHHG�IRU� VLJQLÀFDQW� UHWURÀWV��FRPSRXQGHG�E\�FRPSOH[�RZQHUVKLS�VWUXFWXUHV��
has lead to a feedback loop of community atrophy: seismic, energy, and livability 

UHWURÀWV� DUH� FRVWO\�� DQ� RSDTXH� QHWZRUN� RI� EXLOGLQJ� RZQHUV� PDNHV� GHFLVLRQV�
UHJDUGLQJ�VXFK�LQYHVWPHQWV�H[WUHPHO\�GLIÀFXOW��QR�QHZ�UHVLGHQWLDO�XQLWV��DIIRUGDEOH�
RU�RWKHUZLVH��FDQ�EH�EXLOW� LQ� WKHVH�VWUXFWXUHV�� WKH�&,'�FRUH�FDQQRW�KRVW�HQRXJK�
residents to sustain local shops and restaurants; the community’s perceived 

vibrancy and safety is questioned as less people are seen on the street and shops 

GR�QRW� VWD\�RSHQ� LQWR� WKH�HYHQLQJV�� 7KRXJK�EULQJLQJ� WKH�850V� LQ� WKH�'LVWULFW� WR�
habitable condition presents real challenges, doing so would mark a watershed 

PRPHQW� IRU� WKH� &,'�� DV� LW� ZRXOG� XQORFN� DQ� XQSUHFHGHQWHG� OHYHO� RI� UHWDLO� DQG�
residential potential.
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Action Items

Unreinforced 

Masonry 

Buildings require 

VLJQLÀFDQW�
UHWURÀWV�SULRU�
to occupation 

above the 

JURXQG�ÁRRU

2
1. Perform URM Benchmarking and Outreach:� 'HWHUPLQH� KRZ� PDQ\� RI� WKH�

KLVWRULF�FRPPHUFLDO�EXLOGLQJV�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�DUH�DW�ULVN�HLWKHU�ÀQDQFLDOO\�RU�GXH�WR�
deferred maintenance, and whether a transfer of development rights strategy 

can be used to raise capital for the needed improvements. Work with building 

owners to determine level of assistance needed for design, cost estimating, 

VWUXFWXUDO�UHWURÀWV��HQHUJ\�DQG�ZDWHU�HIÀFLHQF\�DXGLWV��DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�SDFNDJLQJ� 

2. /HYHUDJH� 850� 5HWURÀW� 2SSRUWXQLW\�� 7KH� 850� UHWURÀWV� FUHDWH� DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\�
IRU� HQHUJ\� DQG� ZDWHU� HIÀFLHQF\� LPSURYHPHQWV� DV� ZHOO� DV� DFFHVVLELOLW\�
XSJUDGHV�� %HFDXVH� WKH� 'LVWULFW� KDV� D� GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH� QHHG� IRU� XSJUDGHV�
due to its large number of historic structures, the City should explore a 

comprehensive incentive program that can use associated utility cost 

UHGXFWLRQV� DV� DQ� DYHQXH� IRU� SD\LQJ� IRU� 850� UHWURÀWV�� 7KH� EHQFKPDUNLQJ�
exercise listed above can help determine how to best deploy rebates 

DQG�XWLOLW\�IXQGHG�WHFKQLFDO�DVVLVWDQFH�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW��� � � 

3. Adaptive Reuse and Ground Floor Retail: Successful  examples of  adaptive 

UHXVH� IRXQG� LQ� WKH� 'LVWULFW� GHPRQVWUDWH� WKH� PDUNHWDELOLW\� RI� WKLV� DSSURDFK��
which can  yield  community retail and  housing needs in shorter time-scales 

WKDQ� QHZ� FRQVWUXFWLRQ�� � 5HXVLQJ� WKH� � 'LVWULFW·V� DEXQGDQW� KLVWRULF� � VWUXFWXUHV�
SURYLGHV�DPSOH�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�LQIXVLQJ�QHZ�OLIH�LQWR�WKH�&,'�ZLWKRXW�GLVUXSWLQJ�
its character.

13



'XH�WR�LWV�VL]H�DQG�DJH��XUEDQ�IRUP�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�VSDQV�D�EURDG�VSHFWUXP�RI�EXLOGLQJ�
typologies, sidewalk conditions, street widths, pedestrian amenities, and cyclist 

facilities. Broadly speaking, existing public realm conditions are generally good, but 

WKHUH�LV�URRP�IRU�LPSURYHPHQW��7KH�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�&,'�ZHVW�RI�,QWHUVWDWH���LV�LQ�QHHG�RI�
many small-touch improvements that would solidify its walkable characteristics, while 

WKH�SRUWLRQ�HDVW�RI�,����/LWWOH�6DLJRQ��UHTXLUHV�PRUH�VLJQLÀFDQW�LQYHVWPHQWV�VXFK�DV�RSHQ�
VSDFH�DQG�VWUHHWVFDSH�UHGHVLJQV��7KH�'LVWULFW·V�SHU�FDSLWD�RSHQ�VSDFH�LV�DPRQJVW�WKH�
lowest in the city, and land that could be used for such applications often is allocated 

IRU�XSVFDOH�KRXVLQJ��KRWHOV�DQG�GLQLQJ�GXH�WR�WKH�&,'·V�SUR[LPLW\�WR�6HDWWOH·V�VSRUWV�
stadiums. 

Completing daily errands such as grocery shopping, dropping kids off at daycare, 

JRLQJ�WR�WKH�EDQN��DQG�EX\LQJ�FORWKLQJ�ZLWKRXW�QHHGLQJ�WR�OHDYH�WKH�&,'�FDQ�EH�D�
FKDOOHQJLQJ�DQG�VRPHWLPHV�LPSRVVLEOH�WDVN�DV�WKH�'LVWULFW·V�UHWDLO�DUHDV�KRXVH�PDQ\�
shuttered storefronts and unoccupied units, and the small and family-owned businesses 

DQG�QRQ�SURÀWV� WKDW�GR�H[LVW� LQ� WKH�'LVWULFW� IDFH� VLJQLÀFDQW�DIIRUGDELOLW\�FKDOOHQJHV��
Concurrent with focused efforts to improve the public realm into an inviting place to 

YLVLW��HIIRUWV�WR�DWWUDFW�UHWDLO�XVHV�WR�WKH�'LVWULFW�ZLOO�KHOS�VSXU�ORFDO�MRE�FUHDWLRQ��D�FULWLFDO�
HOHPHQW�WR�WKH�'LVWULFW·V�ORQJ�WHUP�HFRQRPLF�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�

$V� GHVFULEHG� LQ� 5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ� ��� ([LVWLQJ� %XLOGLQJ� 6WRFN�� LPSURYHPHQWV� WR� WKH�
streetscape, which often come as part of major redevelopment efforts, are hampered 

by the challenges associated with bringing URM structures up to habitable conditions. 

As a result, Recommendations 2 and 3 can be understood as complementary 

to one another, and pursuing them in tandem will yield the most effective results. 

1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HVLJQ��13'��FUHGLW����0L[HG�8VH�1HLJKERUKRRG�&HQWHUV��
encourages the clustering of uses within a quarter-mile walk distance of area residents. 

6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�DQG�/LQNDJH��6//��FUHGLW����+RXVLQJ�DQG�-REV�3UR[LPLW\�HQFRXUDJHV�D�
balanced community through the generation of jobs within a half-mile of housing units. 

*UHHQ�,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�%XLOGLQJ��*,%��FUHGLW����([LVWLQJ�%XLOGLQJ�5HXVH�UHFRJQL]HV�WKH�
value and embodied energy found in existing buildings and seeks to encourage their 

UHXVH�WKURXJK�UHWURÀWWLQJ�VWUXFWXUHV�WR�PHHW�WKH�QHHGV�RI�QHZ�XVHV�

Streetscape 

improvements, 

such as this 

parklet, can help 

encourage an 

active street life R
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Action Items 3
1. Streetscape Improvements:� 'XH� WR� LW� KLVWRULF� GHYHORSPHQW� KLVWRU\�� PXFK� RI�

WKH�'LVWULFW�ZHVW�RI�,���KDV�EORFN�VL]HV�DQG�VLGHZDONV�WKDW�IDFLOLWDWH�ZDONLQJ�DQG�
cycling, but a number of relatively cost-effective improvements such as corner 

bulb outs, restriping to accommodate more bicycle lanes and increased 

crosswalk clarity at non-signaled crossings, the addition of planter boxes and 

VWUHHW� WUHHV�� FDQ� KHOS� EULQJ� WKH� &,'� WR� D� IXOO\�UHDOL]HG� SHGHVWULDQ� HQFODYH�
VXSSRUWLYH� RI� YLEUDQW� VWUHHW� OLIH�� 6HYHUDO� LQWHUYLHZHHV� LGHQWLÀHG� LPSURYHG�
VWUHHW� OLJKWLQJ� DV� D� SULRULW\� WKDW� ZRXOG� HQFRXUDJH� WKH� 'LVWULFW·V� VL]HDEOH�
HOGHUO\� SRSXODWLRQ� WR� HQMR\� WKH� 'LVWULFW·V� RIIHULQJV� LQWR� WKH� HYHQLQJ� KRXUV�� 
 

$V�VWUHHW�FRQGLWLRQV�YDU\�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW��D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�UHYLHZ�LV�
QHHGHG�WR�LGHQWLI\�DQG�SULRULWL]H�LPSURYHPHQWV��7KH�&,'�%XVLQHVV�,PSURYHPHQW�
Area should explore reassessing its members in order to facilitate some of 

WKHVH�LPSURYHPHQWV�DQG�SOD\�D�PRUH�DFWLYH�UROH�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW·V�UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ� 

2. Little Saigon:� /LWWOH� 6DLJRQ�� HDVW� RI� ,QWHUVWDWH� ��� UHTXLUHV�PRUH� DWWHQWLRQ� WKDQ�
WKH� UHVW� RI� WKH� 'LVWULFW� LQ� RUGHU� WR� LPSURYH� LWV� ZDONDELOLW\�� RSHQ� VSDFH�� DQG�
VSDWLDO�GHÀQLWLRQ�SURYLGHG�E\�EXLOGLQJV�IURQWLQJ�WKH�VWUHHW��$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�UHFHQW�
XS]RQLQJ�� UHDOLW\� VSHFXODWLRQ� LQ� WKLV� VHFWLRQ�RI� WKH�'LVWULFW� LV�PRUH�YLVLEOH� WKDQ�
HOVHZKHUH�� ,Q� FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK� )ULHQGV�RI� /LWWOH� 6DLJRQ�� 6&,'SGD�DQG�RWKHU�
VWDNHKROGHUV�� WKH� &LW\·V� 2IÀFH� RI� 3ODQQLQJ� DQG� &RPPXQLW\� 'HYHORSPHQW�
DQG� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI� 7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ� DUH� FXUUHQWO\� ZRUNLQJ� RQ� D� /LWWOH� 6DLJRQ�
Street Concept Plan,  which will develop a comprehensive vision for the 

VSDWLDO� DUWLFXODWLRQ�DQG�SHGHVWULDQ�DPHQLWLHV� QHHGHG� LQ� /LWWOH� 6DLJRQ�EHIRUH�
new construction begins. In addition to walkability improvements, this 

effort should identify a feasible location for a community garden space 

east of Interstate 5 to complement existing offerings west of the interstate 

DV�PXOWLSOH�LQWHUYLHZHHV�LGHQWLÀHG�WKLV�GHÀFLHQF\�� � �  

3. Open Space: The ongoing improvements to Hing Hay Park on Maynard 

DQG� .LQJ� 6WUHHWV� ZLOO� DGG� QHHGHG� RSHQ� VSDFH� SURJUDPPLQJ� WR� WKH� &,'��
and can act as the catalyst for adding more open space throughout the 

'LVWULFW�� $V� GHPRQVWUDWHG� WKURXJK� SRS�XS� HYHQWV� LQ� &DQWRQ� $OOH\�� DOOH\�
improvement efforts can introduce new public space and provide pedestrian 

DFFHVV� SRLQWV� WKRXJK� VRPH�RI� WKH�'LVWULFW·V� ODUJHU� EORFNV�ZLWK� UHODWLYHO\� OLWWOH�
LQYHVWPHQW�� /DUJHU� LQYHVWPHQWV�� ZKLFK� FRXOG� EH� ÀQDQFHG� E\� OHYHUDJLQJ�
new development as a result of upzoning, include a complete greenway 

DORQJ�.LQJ�RU�:HOOHU�6WUHHWV�WKDW�FRXOG�KHOS�UHLQIRUFH�WKH�'LVWULFW·V�SHGHVWULDQ�
IULHQGO\� DWPRVSKHUH�� 7KH� /LWWOH� 6DLJRQ� 6WUHHW� &RQFHSW� 3ODQ� ZLOO� SURYLGH�
GHVLJQ�VWDQGDUGV� IRU�VXFK�DPHQLWLHV� LQ� WKDW�SRUWLRQ�RI� WKH�&,'�ZKLOH�D�VLPLODU�
effort is underway in Chinatown to explore a greenway on King Street. 

4. Cultural Uses:� 'HWHUPLQH� WKH� OHYHO� RI� EXLOGLQJ� RZQHUVKLS� DPRQJ� WKH� DUWV�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�ZKHWKHU�DQ\�DUH�DW� ULVN�RI� ORVLQJ�WKHLU� IDFLOLWLHV��([SORUH�WKH�
XWLOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�&LW\·V�2QO\� LQ�6HDWWOH�,QLWLDWLYH�SURJUDP�WR�VXSSRUW� LPPLJUDQW�
small businesses and contemporary arts and culture programs that can serve 

WKH�'LVWULFWV�UHVLGHQW�FRPPXQLW\�
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As a result of a variety of institutional decisions, most of which are outside of the control 

RI�'LVWULFW� UHVLGHQWV�� WKH�&,'�KDV�EHFRPH�D�GLVMRLQWHG�SDWFKZRUN�RI� MXULVGLFWLRQDO�
ERXQGDULHV�� ,Q�SDUW�RZLQJ� WR� WKH�'LVWULFW·V� VL]H�� WKHVH�ERXQGDULHV��HQFODYHV��DQG�
GHYHORSPHQW� SDWWHUQV� OLPLW� WKH� &,'·V� SRWHQWLDO� DV� D� XQLÀHG� FRPPXQLW\� VSDFH��
By working with community development corporations, neighborhood leaders, 

DQG� WKH�&LW\��'LVWULFW� UHVLGHQWV�FDQ�HVWDEOLVK�D�XQLÀHG�YRLFH� IRU� WKH�&,'� WKDW�ZLOO�
help facilitate future development decisions and project prioritization. This plan 

ZRXOG�FODULI\�DQ�RYHUDOO�YLVLRQ� IRU� WKH�'LVWULFW� WR�DGGUHVV� LQFUHDVHG�GHYHORSPHQW�
potential, longstanding inequities in public resource allocation, sustainability, and 

resilience.  

:LWK� �� 'HVLJQ� 5HYLHZ� 'LVWULFWV�� �� SROLFH� SUHFLQFWV� �VSOLW� DW� ,����� �� &LW\� &RXQFLO�
'LVWULFWV�� �� QHLJKERUKRRG� FRXQFLOV�� DQG� VFKRRO� GLVWULFW� ERXQGDULHV� WKDW� SUHYHQW�
neighborhood children from attending nearby schools, and multiple utility providers, 

a   restructuring or consolidation of these divisions can help facilitate development 

GHFLVLRQV�DQG�UHGXFH�OHDG�WLPHV��$�VSHFLDO�OLDLVRQ�ZLWK�WKH�0D\RU·V�RIÀFH�FRXOG�EH�
HVWDEOLVKHG�WR�KHOS��ZLWK�WKLV�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�HIIRUW�� �)LQDOO\�� �XWLOL]LQJ�WKH�(FR'LVWULFWV�
SURWRFRO�LQ�WKH�&,'�PD\�EH�SDUWLFXODUO\�EHQHÀFLDO��DV�LW�ZRXOG�VXSSRUW�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�
of a governance model representative of the many different concerns within the 

'LVWULFW�
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Action Items

1. Neighborhood Plan: In the wake of upzoning and rising development 

SUHVVXUHV� LQ� WKH� 'LVWULFW�� WKH� FUHDWLRQ� RI� D� XQLÀHG� SODQQLQJ� GRFXPHQW� LQ�
GLUHFW�FROODERUDWLRQ� IURP�6&,'SGD�� ,QWHU,P�&'$�� )ULHQGV�RI� /LWWOH� 6DLJRQ�� WKH�
&,'� %XVLQHVV� ,PSURYHPHQW� $UHD�� DQG� WKH� <HVOHU� &RPPXQLW\� &ROODERUDWLYH�
is needed in order to ensure community development concerns and 

needs are recognized and acted upon by the City. This document would 

serve as a mid- to long-range strategic plan that looks comprehensively at 

QHLJKERUKRRG�QHHGV�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�'LVWULFW�
WR� SUHVHQWV� D� FRKHUHQW�� XQLÀHG� YLVLRQ� IRU� WKH� 'LVWULFW·V� IXWXUH�� )XUWKHU�� WKLV�
SODQQLQJ� H[HUFLVH� ZRXOG� KHOS� FRPPXQLW\� JURXSV� FHPHQW� D� W\SH� RI� ´PRUDO�
VLWH� FRQWUROµ� WKDW� FDQ� EH� OHYHUDJHG� WR� \LHOG� GHVLUHG� FRPPXQLW\� EHQHÀWV�
LQ�IXWXUH�LQWHUDFWLRQV�ZLWK�GHYHORSHUV�FRQVLGHULQJ�EXLOGLQJ�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW��  

2. District Boundaries: Concurrent with the development of a clearly articulated 

SODQQLQJ�GRFXPHQW� IRU� WKH�HQWLUH�&,'�� WKH�&LW\� VKRXOG�H[SORUH� WKH� IHDVLELOLW\�
RI� ERXQGDU\� FKDQJHV� WKDW� ZRXOG� HQDEOH� WKH� &,'� WR� VSHDN� ZLWK� D� PRUH�
XQLÀHG�FRPPRQ�YRLFH�WKDW�UHÁHFWV�WKH�KLVWRU\�DQG�QHHGV�RI�WKH�DUHD���� 

3. &LW\� /LDLVRQ�� 'XH� WR� WKH� QHLJKERUKRRG·V� KLVWRU\� RI� LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG� QHJOHFW�
and displacement, and in order to help navigate the multiple levels of 

EXUHDXFUDWLF� MXULVGLFWLRQV� FRYHULQJ� WKH� 'LVWULFW�� WKH� &LW\� VKRXOG� DSSRLQW� D�
&,'� /LDLVRQ� WR� WKH�0D\RU·V�2IÀFH�� 7KLV� SRVLWLRQ� FDQ� KHOS� FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�
&LW\� GHSDUWPHQWV�� SULRULWL]H� 'LVWULFW� QHHGV�� FRRUGLQDWH� FLW\� VHUYLFHV� WR� DYRLG�
UHGXQGDQW� VWUHHW� FORVXUHV� DQG� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� HIIRUWV�� DQG� KHOS� EULQJ� 'LVWULFW�
needs to the Mayor’s attention. Further, this liaison can help determine the 

neighborhood’s role in addressing issues related to homelessness including 

providing sanitation, safety, basic services, and permanent housing. 

4. Cultural EcoDistrict:� 6&,'SGD�DQG� ,QWHU,P�&'$� VKRXOG�FRQVLGHU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�
LQ�(FR'LVWULFWV�� 7KLV�HIIRUW�FRXOG�KHOS�FUHDWH�D�PRUH� IRUPDOL]HG�FROODERUDWLRQ�
DPRQJVW�'LVWULFW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��DQG�SURYLGH�D�JRYHUQDQFH� VWUXFWXUH� WKURXJK�
ZKLFK�DQ\�SXEOLF�EHQHÀWV�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�QHZ�GHYHORSPHQW�FDQ�EH�QHJRWLDWHG��
)LQDOO\��(FR'LVWULFWV�LQYROYHPHQW�FRXOG�KHOS�HOHYDWH�WKH�'LVWULFW�WR�WKH�0D\RU·V�
level of attention and facilitate future development decisions.

The unique 

cultural offerings 

found in the 

'LVWULFW�FDQ�
be leveraged 

through an 

(FR'LVWULFWV�
planning 

approach
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6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�$QG�/LQNDJH

1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HVLJQ

Green Building and Infrastructure

27

44

29

100

Total

12 

21

9

42

Achievable with 

Current Conditions

7

19

14

40

Possible with

(IIRUW

/(('�1'�&HUWLÀFDWLRQ�7KUHVKROGV�

� &HUWLÀHG�������� 6LOYHU��������� *ROG�������� 3ODWLQXP�����

Sustainability Assessment

7KH�6XVWDLQDEOH�1HLJKERUKRRG�$VVHVVPHQW� WRRO� LQFOXGHV�DQ�DQQRWDWHG�/(('�1'�
checklist created by Global Green. It is a key component of the process used to 

GRFXPHQW�DQG�FRPSDUH�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW�DUHD�DJDLQVW�WKH�/(('�1'�SUHUHTXLVLWHV�
DQG� FUHGLWV�� (DFK� FUHGLW� ZLWKLQ� WKH� WKUHH� FUHGLW� FDWHJRULHV� �6PDUW� /RFDWLRQ� 	�
/LQNDJH��1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�	�'HVLJQ��DQG�*UHHQ�,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�	�%XLOGLQJ�� LV�
PDUNHG�DV� ´DFKLHYHG�µ� ´QRW�DFKLHYHG�µ� ´XQNQRZQ�µ�RU� ´QRW�DSSOLFDEOHµ� XQGHU�
baseline conditions. Additional analysis has been done based on local planning 

policy, regulatory support, technical feasibility, market support and stakeholder 

input. The preliminary checklist analysis was edited after site visits, stakeholder 

meetings, and conversations with city staff. This information was then translated 

into an overall assessment of sustainable neighborhood performance.

%DVHG�RQ�WKH�LQ�ÀHOG�DVVHVVPHQW��SODQQLQJ�GRFXPHQW�UHYLHZ��YDULRXV�VWDNHKROGHU�
PHHWLQJV��WKH�*OREDO�*UHHQ�WHDP�HVWLPDWHG�ZKLFK�/(('�1'�FUHGLWV�ZHUH�´/LNHO\�µ�
´3RVVLEOH�ZLWK�(IIRUW�µ�´8QOLNHO\µ�WR�EH�DFKLHYHG��RU�´1RW�$SSOLFDEOH�µ�FRQVLGHULQJ�
H[LVWLQJ� FRQGLWLRQV�� WHFKQLFDO� IHDVLELOLW\�� SROLF\� UHDGLQHVV�� ÀQDQFLDO� EXUGHQ�� DQG�
DSSOLFDELOLW\� WR� QHLJKERUKRRG�FRQGLWLRQV�� 7KH�EDU�JUDSK� VXPPDU\� LGHQWLÀHV� WKH�
RYHUDOO�OHYHO�RI�VXVWDLQDEOH�QHLJKERUKRRG�SHUIRUPDQFH�IRU�WKH�&,'��0DQ\�FUHGLWV�
IDOO�LQWR�WKH�́ /LNHO\µ�FDWHJRU\��DQG�RI�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�FUHGLWV��D�VLJQLÀFDQW�SHUFHQWDJH�
IDOO�ZLWKLQ�WKH�´3RVVLEOH�ZLWK�(IIRUWµ�FDWHJRU\��ZKLFK�VKRZV�WKH�ODUJH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�
LPSURYLQJ�WKH�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�RI�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG��VSHFLÀFDOO\�E\�SXUVXLQJ�WKH�KLJK�
priority recommendations described in this report.

The summary table below shows the numeric values extrapolated from the 

SHUFHQWDJH�RI� FUHGLWV� LGHQWLÀHG�DV� ´$FKLHYDEOHµ�EHORZ�� 7KH� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�
OLVWHG� LQ� WKH� SUHYLRXV� SDJHV� DUH� ODUJHO\� D� UHVSRQVH� WR� /(('�1'� FULWHULD� ZKLFK�
DFKLHYLQJ�ZDV� LGHQWLÀHG�DV�´3RVVLEOH�ZLWK�(IIRUWµ�E\� WKH�DVVHVVPHQW� WHDP��:KLOH�
WKHVH�YDOXHV�GR�QRW�FRUUHODWH�H[DFWO\�WR�VSHFLÀF�/(('�1'�SRLQWV��WKH\�SURYLGH�DQ�
estimate of the neighborhood’s potential level of future achievement. It should be 

noted that this is a rough measure of performance and not an exact representation 

RI�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG·V�OHYHO�RI�SRVVLEOH�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ��,W�VKRXOG�DOVR�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�DOO�
WKH�SUHUHTXLVLWHV�PXVW�EH�DFKLHYHG�LI�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�SXUVXHG��:KLOH�UHFRJQL]LQJ�
these constraints, the categories generated through the assessment serve as a 

XVHIXO�PHWULF� IRU�HVWLPDWLQJ� IRUPDO� /(('�1'�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ��*LYHQ� WKH�SUHVXPSWLRQ�
WKDW� DOO� WKRVH�GHVLJQDWHG�DV� ´$FKLHYDEOHµ�ZRXOG�EH�PHW�� SURYLGLQJ�D�EDVHOLQH�
SRLQW�WDOO\�RI�����DQG�PRVW�RI�WKRVH�OLVWHG�DV�´3RVVLEOH�ZLWK�(IIRUWµ��DUH�DJJUHVVLYHO\�
pursued and achieved, affording an additional 40 points, the analysis shows that 

WKH�&,'�ZRXOG�OLNHO\�HDUQ�D�UDWLQJ�RI�JROG�IURP�WKH�86*%&�
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LEED for Neighborhood Development: 
Project Assessment Checklist

D Achieved 
V Unknown
U Not Achieved
� Does not exist/ NA

Explicit support/ no technical issues
Lack of explicit support/ minor technical issues
Opposition/ signficant technical issues
Not Applicable

Smart Location & Linkage 

D P 1 Smart Location

� P 2 Imperiled Species and Ecological Communities Conservation

� P 3 Wetland and Water Body Conservation

D P 4 Agricultural Land Conservation

D P 5 Floodplain Avoidance

D J J J J J C 1 Preferred Locations

D \ \ J J J C 2 Brownfield Remediation

D J J J J J C 3 Access to Quality Transit

U \ J J \ J C 4 Bicycle Network 

U \ \ J \ J C 4 Bicycle Storage 

D J \ J J \ C 5 Housing and Jobs Proximity

U \ J \ \ \ C 6 Steep Slope Protection

� C 7 Site Design for Habitat or Wetland and Water Body Conservation

� C 8 Restoration of Habitat or Wetlands and Water Bodies 

� C 9 Long-Term Conservation Management of Habitat or Wetlands an

Total

Chinatown International District, Seattle, Washington

N
ei

gh
bo

rh
oo

d 
N

ee
d/

 S
ta

ke
ho

ld
er

 In
pu

t

Te
ch

ni
ca

l F
ea

si
bi

lit
y

B
as

el
in

e 
C

on
di

tio
ns

Lo
ca

l/R
eg

io
na

l P
la

nn
in

g 
P

rio
rit

y
R

eg
ul

at
or

y 
S

up
po

rt

M
ar

ke
t S

up
po

rt
Legend

Total Points

Required

Required

Required

Required

Required

0

1 8/16/2016

nd Water Bodies
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Sustainability Assessment

6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�DQG�/LQNDJH
6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�DQG�/LQNDJH�IRFXVHV�SULPDULO\�RQ�H[LVWLQJ�VLWH�FRQGLWLRQV�WR�HQVXUH�
WKDW� GHYHORSPHQWV� DUH� QRW� ORFDWHG� LQ� ÁRRGSODLQV�� RQ� VWHHS� VORSHV� RU� FDXVH�
damage to ecological communities or local water bodies. 
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LEED for Neighborhood Development: 
Project Assessment Checklist

D Achieved 
V Unknown
U Not Achieved
� Does not exist/ NA

Explicit support/ no technical issues
Lack of explicit support/ minor technical issues
Opposition/ signficant technical issues
Not Applicable

Neighborhood Pattern & Design

D P 1 Walkable Streets- Functional Entries

D P 1 Walkable Streets- Building Height to Street Centerline Ratio

D P 1 Walkable Streets-Continuous Sidewalks

D P 1 Walkable Streets-Garage and Service Bays

D P 2 Compact Development 

D P 3 Connected and Open Community

D \ \ J \ J C 1a Walkable Streets : Facades and Entries

D \ J J J J C 1b Walkable Streets: Ground-Level Use and Parking

U \ \ \ \ \ C 1c Walkable Streets: Design Speeds for Safe Ped and Bicycle Trave

U U J J \ J C 1d Walkable Streets: Sidewalk Intrusions

D J J J \ \ C 2 Compact Development  

D J \ J J J C 3 Mixed-Use Neighborhoods

D \ \ J \ J C 4 Diversity of Housing Types 

D J J J \ J C 4 Affordable Housing

U \ J J J \ C 5 Reduced Parking Footprint 

D J J \ J J C 6 Connected and Open Community

D J \ J \ C 7 Transit Facilities 

� C 8 Transportation Demand Management

D J \ J \ \ C 9 Access to Civic and Public Space

U \ \ \ \ \ C 10 Access to Recreation Facilities

U \ \ \ \ \ C 11 Visitability and Universal Design

D J J J \ J C 12 Community Outreach and Involvement 

D J \ J J C 13 Local Food Production

U \ \ J J J C 14 Tree-Lined and Shaded Streetscapes

U \ U J \ J C 15 Neighborhood Schools

Legend
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Chinatown International District, Seattle, Washington

Required

Required

Required

Required
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2 8/16/2016
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Sustainability Assessment

1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HVLJQ
1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HVLJQ�DLPV�WR�LQÁXHQFH�WKH�SK\VLFDO�OD\RXW�DQG�GHVLJQ�
of the community to yield walkable neighborhoods with a variety of land use types.

Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment: Seattle, WA



        

LEED for Neighborhood Development: 
Project Assessment Checklist

D Achieved 
V Unknown
U Not Achieved
� Does not exist/ NA

Explicit support/ no technical issues
Lack of explicit support/ minor technical issues
Opposition/ signficant technical issues
Not Applicable

Green Infrastructure & Buildings

U P 1 Certified Green Building

D P 2 Minimum Building Energy Performance

D P 3 Indoor Water Use Reduction

D P 4 Construction Activity Pollution Prevention

D J J J \ \ C 1 Certified Green Buildings

U \ \ J \ \ C 2 Optimize Building Energy Performance

U \ \ J \ \ C 3 Indoor Water Use Reduction

U \ \ J \ \ C 4 Outdoor Water Use Reduction

U \ J \ \ J C 5 Building Reuse

D J J J \ J C 6 Historic Resource Preservation and Adaptive Use

� C 7 Minimized Site Disturbance

U J J \ \ J C 8 Rainwater Management

U \ \ J \ \ C 9 Heat Island Reduction

U \ \ U C 10 Solar Orientation

D J J J \ C 11 Renewable Energy Production

U \ \ \ U C 12 District Heating and Cooling

U J \ J \ C 13 Infrastructure Energy Efficiency

U \ \ \ U C 14 Wastewater Management

U \ \ \ \ C 15 Recycled and Reused Infrastructure

D J J J \ C 16 Solid Waste Management

U J \ J \ C 17 Light Pollution Reduction

Project Totals  (Certification estimates)
Certified:  40-49 points,  Silver:  50-59 points,  Gold:  60-79 points,  Platinum:  80+ points
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Sustainability Assessment

Green Infrastructure and Buildings

Green Infrastructure and Buildings seeks to optimize individual buildings and 

surrounding infrastructure systems to reduce their energy and water consumption 

and associated emissions. 
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Appendix

6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�DQG�/LQNDJH�>6//@�
6//� IRFXVHV� RQ� SUHVHUYLQJ� WKH� HQYLURQPHQWDO� FKDUDFWHULVWLFV� LQKHUHQW� WR� WKH� VLWH�
VXFK� DV� ZDWHU� ERG\� DQG� VWHHS� VORSH� SURWHFWLRQ� DQG� LQÁXHQFLQJ� GHYHORSPHQW�
patterns to reduce sprawl and automobile dependence. Credits in this category 

encourage locating new developments near city centers with robust public 

transportation options and sites that have been previously developed or are 

immediately adjacent to existing development.

1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HVLJQ�>13'@�
13'� LQÁXHQFHV� WKH� SK\VLFDO� OD\RXW� DQG� GHVLJQ� RI� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� LQ� TXHVWLRQ�
through minimum thresholds for density, internal and external connectivity, and 

characteristics of a walkable community such as continuous sidewalks or building 

frontages that face public streets. Credits in this category reward projects that 

have nearby civic, educational and recreational facilities, limited surface parking 

and have transportation facilities complete with maps and bicycle racks.

*UHHQ�,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�%XLOGLQJV�>*,%@�
GIB emphasizes the importance of the optimized performance of structural systems 

DQG� FLW\� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� WKURXJK�PLQLPXP� EXLOGLQJ� HQHUJ\� DQG� ZDWHU� HIÀFLHQF\��
ZDWHU�HIÀFLHQW�ODQGVFDSLQJ�DQG�RQ�VLWH�UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\�SURGXFWLRQ��&UHGLWV�LQ�
this category promote the adaptive reuse of existing buildings, on-site stormwater 

management, recycled content in infrastructure such as roadbeds and energy 

HIÀFLHQW�WUDIÀF�OLJKWV��VWUHHW�OLJKWV�DQG�ZDWHU�SXPSV�

For more information, please visit www.usgbc.org

A. /(('�IRU�1HLJKERUKRRG�'HYHORSPHQW�&UHGLW�&DWHJRULHV

Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment: Seattle, WA
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